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"THE" 
PREFACE. 
Givitig an Account of the Deſign, Occaſion and 
J Contents'of the Enfuing Diſcourſe. 


Hi D:omrſe (as to ſubſtance) was at the firſt Preached, and well 

approved of, in an Auditory,where many of the Clergy were preſent, 

and to gratifie the deſires of ſome Friends, Manuſcripts were taken and 

ſent 3 and now (to prevent miſtakes and ather conſiderations) 1 expoſe it 
ro publick view. - : SR,” | 

I have freely and fully dedicated and devoted it to him, who knows the 
principle from which, the heart with which, and the end for which | ſend 
it abroad, and bave earneſtly beſought. him, tobe its Patron, and to makg 

It fervictable to his own glory, and the good of all into whoſe hands it may 
come, and under the ſhadow of his extenſive and winged Providence,l leave 
it to ſhift for it ſelf, as well as it can, aſſuredly concluding, that if he be 
for it, none can prevailingly be againſt it." : 

I have ſtripe it of 7 Luotations, and Embroideries of Art and 
Language which at the firſt did accompany it, thinking ſuch not ſo proper 
now, as then; I know there i a time (for ſuch as are able) to ſpeak, 
Learnedly) and in ſome places, and upon ſome oceaſions, men may take 4 
modeſt liberty to fſhew that they are men of learning and parts, but what-= 
ever is written (as this is) for the good of the whole, muſt be fitted to 
the capacities of all, elfe the deſign ts loſe, | 

T have choſen a middle way of writing, neither 100 high and_ſplendid, 
ro ſhew oftentation, and beget admiration; nor too low and ſordid, to 
Canſe deteftation and loathing; the quean between theſe extreams 
I thought would tend moF#. to edjfication, Tony, 

We find Solomon” ( ſo famous for Wiſdom ) ſecking out acceptable 
words te ſet forth Truth in its mo#t clear and- lively colours: And we 
find Se, Paul thanking God that be ſpake with more Tongues than all the 
falſe Prophets of his time, uſing great plainneſs of ſpeech, and declaring 

that (inthe Church) he had rather fpeak five words tg the edification of 
A 2 other ”, 
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others, than ten thouſand words in an unknown Tongue to cauſe admi- 
ration at his profound Learning and it's no ſmall blefing (to ſuch as are 
ſenſible) to hear and read the moſt Learned Divines of our Ilrael tread- 
ing in their ſteps, and even ſtudiouſly ftooping to deliver and defend the 
Truth to the underſtandings of the meaneſt capacities. But for all that, 
there ts a way of Preaching and Writing which bas a taſt of the Times: 
TI will expreſs my meaning thus. 

We ſee almoſt all our Engliſh Yeomanry run up #nto a new Gentry : the 
Son 15s more richly clad, than ever his Father was, hath a higher Title, 
a more ſtately Houſe, and more Noble Attendance, thau ever his Father 


had ; be bears a greater fgure, makes a greater ſhew, and in alloutward 


appearance bis ſplendor mach excels the. plainneſs. of bis Father. Yet it's 
commonly ſaid (by ſuch as knew both) the Father was the wiſer man, and 
did more good to Church and Poor : Let us take heedleſt the compariſon 
prove not true between ws and our Learned grave Predecefors. The Ap- 


parel of our Language doth ſomewhat excel theirs ; our Style u higher, 


and Furniture more'coſtly; yet let us keep the old Wiſdom ſtill, and labour 
t0 do as much good, *and more, if poſſible, than they did. To 

It ts true, the Ancient Romans, who once conguered the World, could 
wow do but little if they were to enter the Stage again, with their old 
Weapons & Diſcipline; neither # it now poſſible for u4 to ds the ſame good 


our famous Predeceſſors have done, in the ſame way; yet let us beware 


left too much affetation of new ways, bring our Miniſterial work to be 
more like an exerciſe of Art to catch Applauſe to oxr ſelves, than to 
plant Chriſtiazity 1n others, or more liks an Artillery Exerciſe than a 
true Battel, | EB: | 

In an Artillery-yard, there are neat Arms, handſom. Poſtures, the 


Vollies orderly diſcharged, and all with a braver fhew, and more Art , 


than in a true Battel; but there is no true level. made at the Enemy, no 


Bullets flying, no Wounds Lite nor Vifttory gotten.: But this is not our 


work; we 4re Preachers of the Word, not of Words, and it u not enough 
for us to have compt parts, neat diviſions, choice iuſtrations, quick and 
elegant expreſſions,. or to . diſcharge a Volley of words handſomly, but 


we muſt take level at the ſins before us, and charge our mouths with 


Bullets ; we muſt draw out the 'Sword of the Spirit, and do our beſt to 

wound, to hill, to conquer, and to take Priſoners for God, we are liſted 

Ty ſworn Souldiers, and it's Treaſon againſt Heaven if we do not our 
EF. 

As ſome Miniſters may be found guilty in this, ſo the fault may is 
part be laid upon ſome hearers, their delicate and ſcornful Ears doex- 
wiſe too great a Tyranny over their Tongues and Pens; their gy = 

| : : | mu 
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muſt be attired with gawdy and gay Language, and filed with Witti- 
ciſms, and fine flouriſhes, or. they are no ways acceptable zo their Ears 
or:Eyes z and hence it comes to paſs, that ſome Miniſters Sts a de- 


ſire to win them to a love of Pity, preſent them with a diſh" of Meat 


buried up with Flowers, ſo overſpreading his matter with Eloquence and 
fine Expreſſions, that there s little to be found beſides a ſweet ſcent and 
pefng ir of high-flown Language, As this may-be a fault in Minj- 


ſters,. ſo the blame may be laid upon ſuch bearers,  For.as 2ueen Eſther - 
when ſhe was t0.g0. to: the Tyrant Ahaſuergs, t0:/peak vn : the bebalf of - 


her Nation, though the weight of her buſineſs made her ſad heart ro take 


little delight iv gay Clothing ; yet ſhe puts on her . Royal Apparel, and all 


her Ornaments of Beauty, that the Beauty of her Perſon might promote 


the juſtneſs of ber Cauſe: So Miniſters, when they are to: appear before - 


Tyrannical Ears, ( though their minds. are fixed upon the weight . of their 
work.) . muſt pmt,.0u the Ornaments of Speech, that the pleaſantneſs of 


their words may promate. the ſpeed of their great work, which i not to + 
fad w/dom, but 10 ſave © 


court and complexuegt, with enticing words 0 
themſelves, and.thoſe that bear, them. .. 


' What 1 have written concerning, the parts of Publick, Worſhip, eſpe- - 


cially Preaching and Reading the Homilies and Lyturgy of our Church, 


has no deſign to.gauſe them to claſh one agajnſt another, or to undermine + 
the bongur due t0,any in its place, but te prevent extreams, mn lifting up. 


one t0,the diparngement of, another, and to remove thoſe tumbling-blocks 


which gave, a ange both to things. and perſons 5; a work, no way de. 


lightful in it ſelf, and I was glad when it was finiſhed: | 
If what « written concerning the ſcangal of. Simony and Sacriledge doth 
20 good to ſuch as are guilty, yet I. Good was deſogned to ſuch, 2: It 


may prevent others from being guilty.' 3+ 1t may.occaſionthe\ Heads in 
Families, Church and State, $0 takg int.confidetation. the wrongs done - 
ea God's Houſe and Revenue, 4nd to become: Aduacates-on their behalf, 


again#t three ſorts, Y. The Sacrilegious; Impropriator ; 2.:The- corrupt 


Patron; 3 The pilfering Paxiſhioners ;., all theſe joyn in their places to » 


rob the Church what they can, The firf# takgs away the Manſion- houſe, 


the Glebe, and the. great - Tithesz the, ſeconds falſe 10 his Tru#t, robs * 
his God, and occaſions the Clergy-men to juitifie his Thievery, and to-' 


forſwear, binſeif ', the-laFt by, their -old and new corrupt Cuitoms, and 
their yearly pilfering, and with-holding Dues from the Church, do ju#tifit 
the two former,and become guilty of the ſin of Sacriledge. Under the Vſur- 


pations of theſe three the Church mourns, and by a known figure might be 


brought in making ſuch bitter Complaints againſt them as might melt a 


heart of Braſs, :1.. From, tbe conſideration of what ſhe. once, was; 2. Of - 


what 
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what ſhe now is3 3- Of what ſhe is like to be reduced to, if none ſtand 
up to plead ber Cauſe.” - &N oh Ss, [ 
If any Clergy-max appeay in this Cauſe, he i looked nyon 'as ow 
affetted, bis Perſon us contenmed, and: his Doftrine lighted ; nay, if he 
whom the Afiniſter employs to gather" bis juſt Dues, be faithful ror bis 
Truſt, he hazards to loſe the favonr of moſt Pariſmoners : So prone ' are 
they to this fin, they cannot endure any that appears againſt it. "If ſome 
cofſiderable Lawyer would employ his Pen this way, it would have greater 


influence upow perſons guilty, than any thing a Miniſter can ſay. Sir Si 


mon:Degg, i b3- Book valled The Parſons Counſellor, pre 1. cap. 5, 
page 49. relates an att of great ernilty in a Patron, .who had im his gift 
a Vicaridge of 40 |. per annum, ard forced « powr Vicar intd'« Bond 


of Reſignation to. obtain-it, and after took from the-poor Vicar 20 |. a 


year (half the value) and he dares not queition the Patron for ſo _ 
expett- 


The good old Lawyer ories out, Opus eſt Medico, no-hedlth canibe 

ed in Church on State, until this Cure be made; nor no' Phyſician can cure 
this but a Parliament. There is no queition but' many more Inft ances of 
the like, or worſe nature may be given; the fin is now grown' common aud 
impudent, and [ugh as are guilty do not want ſome Connſeltors rather 
Concealers) of the Law, to whifþer the Legality of it, though it s airefHy 
contrary tothe deſign of all Laws both Divine and Humane. The truth 
ir, many men have reſolved 'the.whote+ of their Religion® into Humane 

Laws, their. Feay, their Faith, their Truth, 'and whote Worſhip towards 
God are taught, and: exatted by the Preceprs' of ' men, Tla. 29. 13. The 
Magiſtrates are their.Gods, Humane Laws are their Scripture, and the 
Lawyers are their Preachers to folve their Caſes of Conſcience, and di- 
ret+ their. way. * A few Lines ſent from a Magiſtrate by the hand of an 
Officer, will prevail more with them, than the moſÞholy Miniſter ſent from 
God, with:the Bible-in his hand can do. © All which conſiderations cry 


aloud t0.0ur. Governours, r0 confront ſuch wichediiefs,” and ro detiver rhe" 


Nation and themſelves from that Curſe; Mal. 3. 9. Ye are curſed with 
a Curſe: for ye have robbed me, even this whole Nation. It was 
good Advice given to all good Patriot} in both Houſes of Parliament in 
the year 1689. in 4 little Book called Englands Wants, page the 8h; 
the words are-theſe, \ - _ + Ke rods ipaFs, 

For buying in of Impropriations, a work not only worthy of a 
Parliameac, but to the doing whereof, all the Parliaments fince 
27 H.3. ſtand obnoxious (faith the Learned Bacon) and bound in 
Conſcience to God, whereby the Church might enjoy her own 
again, the King's Revenue much increaſed by Tenths and firſt Fruits, 
and the Cures of all thoſe great and populous Pariſhes hicherto 


ſtarved 
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ſtarved for want of Spiritual Food, be duly ſerved; and the fo! 


guilt of that abominable fin of Sacriledge taken off this Nation,and ' 
off the Proteſtant Religion, Sc. 

. Methinks 1 hear God himfelf giving the ſame Advice to England that 
he did to Iſrael ſince, Mal. 3. 10. Bring ye all the Tithes into 
the Store-houſe, thar:chere may be meat for mine Houſe,and prove 
me now herewith, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, if I'will not open you 
the Windows of Heaven, and pour you out a bleſſing, that there 
ſhall nor be room enough to receive it; I the former verſes the 
Lord char ges them with Sacriledge, and tells them, They were curſed 
with a'Curſe. Here he promiſes to bleſs them, upon t1is condition that - 
they bring in all the Tithes into the Store-houfe, for the maintenance of hjs + 
Worſtip: It was the Þ arliament that' firi# took away Tithes from the 
Church, ( and as the famous Bacon ſaith ) ſtand bound in Conſcience 
towards God to reſtore them to the Church ; and as this wilt deliver the 
Nation from the guilt of Sacriledge, ſo it will procure a Bleſſing of the 
Lord of Hoſts upon our Governours, Government and Governed, upon onr 
Arms and Armies both by Sea and Land, upoit alt Relations of Perſons 
in Famifles, Chureb and State : God 1s able to' yive a Being to bis Pro- 
wiſes, and he nover failed any that trnſfted in him, Bat this corruption 
in Patrons greatly aggravates the fin and guilt. And ſuppoſe a Gentte- 
man's Steward whom ht entruſfts to take m Servants inro his houſe to-do 
bis work, ſhould do by his Mafter, as the Patron doth by bis Maker, ad- 
. wit none into his' Maſters work without a confiderable reward to himſelf, 
how odiaus wontd ſuch a Steward be, 'bow'ſudienly would he be called ro 
an' account, and hbywi feverely would he be puniſhed? * The patient God 
ſuffers himſelf to be robbed, and # ſilent, yet hu wrath is upon the wing, 
in purſuit of them; and though they eſcape . man's puniſhment, yet God 
will moſt certainly and ſeverely puniſh them, 

The Preaching of God's Word « ſet forth by the ſhining of the Ele- 
mentary Sun, the falling of the Rain, and blowing of the natural Wind 
. whas theſe are to the body and bodily concerns, that us Preaching to the 
Souls of men. Now ſuppoſe there were in every Pariſh ſome one man en- 
truſted with the diſtributicn of theſe three common and great bleſſings 10 
the natural World, and he ſhould do as the corrupt Patron and all Sacri- 
legioap perſons do, expoſe them to ſale, and no man ſhould have a Beam 
of the glorious Sun to warm him, nor a drop of Rain to cool him, nor 4 
gentle Air to breath in, without Money, or ſome Reward ; who can ex” 
preſs how ſad a condition all perſons would be in as to their bodily con- 
cerns ? how would all Creatures pine away, and by degrees come to their 


firft nothing ? The whole World would ſoon become a diſconſolate Grave to 
all . 


- 


\ 
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all living Creatures. And if any thinks none "would be ſo vile at to buy 


and ſell theſe, though they were in- their power , they are miſtaken; For 
ſuch as buy and ſell the Revenue of the Church do worſe; for as the Soul 
4s more precious than the- Body, ſothe Sun of Righteouſneſs, the Spiritual 
Rain of God's Word, and the breathing of the Spirit of God:in Ordinances 
are far more precious than the Elementary Sun, or the natural Rain and 
Wind, and he that ſcruples not to do the greater, 'will not ſcruple to do 
the leſſer : . He that ſhews, bimſelf perfidious in things that: concern mens 
Souls, will not care to ao ſo in reference to mens Bodies. © Yo 2 \HARe 
The time was when Tithes were thought due by the Divine Law, and 
needed no Magiftrate to enforce their - payment, - Miniſters received them 
as from God, and People paid them as to God. But ſine the generality of 
men.have turned PFiety into Policy, and reſolved their Religiun into. Hts 
mane Laws, and neither believe God nor Devil, Heaven nor Hell, Sal- 
vation nor damnation, but what Hnmane Laws teach and exatt,. that 
will not do Fuſtice for God's ſake, nor for Conſcience ſake; they muſt be 
forced to do it for Wraths ſakethat ſuch as fear not the God of | Heaven, 
may be brought to fear the Viſible Gods on Earth, (ths 
What Cenſures this ſmall Book 3s like to ſuffer, 1 know 'not ; But this 1 
know, that it was deſigned to a common good : And if any think_it worth 
an Anſwer, 1 humbly deſire they would lay aſide all baſe: compliances, 
all vain-glory in derogating from others, to add to themſelves, and 
would fix their thoughts upon the, ſame Text, and open it mire plainly, 
powerfully and profitably, and 1 . ſhall .be glad of giving. the occaſion, 
more glad of ſuch as take it,: and moſt glad, that ' both tend to promote 
che Duty in the Text, of giving no offence in any. thing, that the Mir 
niftry be not blamed. | | | | 


2 Cor: 
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Giving no offence in any thing that: the Miniſtry be 
ot blamed. gi 


and tends to make men like God, and ar laſt brings them 
to God,'' fo the Miniſters to whom God hath:commirred 
'_ the Word'of' Reconciliation are called Embafſadors, and 
the Tenour of their Commiſſion is. recorded in the 19th verſe of 
the foregoing Qhapter, to wit, That God was in Chriſt reconcilin 
the World unto himſelf, not imiputing their treſpaſſes unto them, and hat 
committed unto us the Word of Reconciliation, His meaning is, that 
God: was:in Chriſt-:laying the Foundation of -Reconciliation, and 
contriving Articles'of Peace for Pallen Man; bur aQtually.' to treat 
with finners,and to follicite a fair correſpondency between Heaven 
and'Earth, ſo 'as' that finful Man mighe be perſuaded and actually 
drawn to a Reconciliation with his' Maker, - that he hath unpoſed 
upon his Miniſters, to whom he hath committed chat Word which 
clearly holds. forth the'Terms and Condiridns of Reconciliation, 
and ſerves alfo to invite and per{uade:men to it. 

Now then, faith the Apoſtle, in'verſe 20. we are Amoaſſatlors for 
Chrift,. to promote by our Treaties with Fallen Man, that ' which 
Chriſt himſelf was employed to procure, and as fuch we do with all 
importunity, not only in the name of God,but in the ſtead of Chriit, 
and in a lenſe repreſenting his Perſon, perſuade, exhort, yea and 
beſeech you tobe reconciled to God. 

And he. reiterates this requeſt upon new and freſh Motves, in 
the firſt verle of this Chapter ; We then as workers together with him, 
beſeech you alſo that ye recet.e nut the Grace of God in vain. We then 
as Cooperators with Chriſt, employed by him to publith his Laws, 
declare his Pardons, and denounce his Judgments, do Beleech you 

that you would not neglect ſo great Salvation,. nor turn from the 
4 B _ Golpel 
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Goſpel we Preach, but embrace it by Faith into your hearts, and 
iſe it in your lives, {o ic will pot be in vain, bur of great va- 
to you. And that there might be no failure on our parts, 
who are Miniſters, but chat you might willingly embrace what is 
freely offered, we are careful ro do-our work fo 2s that we rmght 
oe Loy any jult offence in any thing, that the Miniſtry be not 
med. 
The Text may be called an'Apoſtolical Canon, and hath de- 
| pendance upon the firſt verſe both for grammar and ſenſe ( for 
/ the ſecond verſe is in & Parenthefis, which gives only a liefle di- 
verſion, but makes no diviſion) and it may be read thusz We then 
who are workers together with him, giving no offence in any thing, that 
the Miniſtry be not blamed, do beſeech you alſo that ye receive not the 
ow of God *in vain. In whuch words three things are conſi- 
rable. | 
I- The nature and quality of the wark the Apoſtle was called 
to, and laboured in, expreſſed by the word (4s) Miniſtry. 
2. What he carefully endeavoured toayaid in wes bo work, 
which was to give ( «#dtular in wad ax5oxemir ) no offence: in any 


thing, which relates to a double univerſality, 1. Of Things; 2. Of 


Pertons 3 the one is expreſſed, the other is neceflarily implied ; 

for giviog no offence ( + ««/) in any thing, doth include gi- 

ving _ offence ( «»Jw? ) to apy perſon, whether Jew,. Geatile, or 
riſtian. 

3- The ground and reaſon of this care and endeavour, it was 
(be wi wort 1 Nexie ) that the Miniſtry be not blamed, or that 
none may a& the Menus upon the _ | 

I had deſigned to have opened the firſt of theſe, by ſhew- 
ing that the Miniſtry is a work, and wherein it conlifts, and 
the qualicjes of it ; bur perceiving it would not conliſt with my 
deſigned brevity, I thought it beteer to {ay nothing, than bur a 


lictle 3 and ſo ſhall paſs it over, and infiſt upon the other parti- 


culars ; the ſum of all which may be comprehended in this Propo- 
ſition or Docrinal Concluſion. 


Doc. That it # the Duty of all the Miniſters of Chriſt to Py 


form their Miniſterial Offices ſo, as to give no. offence in 
any thing. 


Or, To give n0 offence in any thing, that the Miniſtry be not 


blamed, us the conſtant and indiſpenſible Duty of all Goſpel 
Miniſters, | This 
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This was the great cate, 'and conſtant endeavout of the holy 
Apoſtles, and ought to be the inward deſire and outward endea- 
vour of all faithful Miniſters, to give no offence in any thing, 
that the Miniſtry be not blamed. | 

To offer to prove this, did at firſt ſeem to me needle(s, upon 
three accounts. > | 

I. Becauſe the Docrine it (elf is fo Scriptural and Rational, 
that Reaſon yields to it as ſoon as it is made known. 

2. The People will readily believe ir, though not one word 
be ſaid in the proof of it; for as all perſons naturally have more 
prying and ſharper Eyes - into other mens Duties chan their own, 
© it 1s with cheir Ears alſo, they have chearful and ere& Ears 
to liſten unto what concerns the Duties of others, rather than 
their own: - There is not one among the People but will give 
a get Acrention, and not only hear, but hearken while I 
ſhall creat of the Miniſters Duty, and eſpecially while I am pref 
fing ſo weighty a Duty as this, To give no offence in any 


-” 3- In reſpet of the Miniſters in general { gotquor- poſits 
> Naxoig) from the higheſt to the loweſt, whom che Texc chief- 
ty concerns, they can, yea I hope all of them have, or will prove 
it co themſelves, © as to lay it to heart as their Duty, and that is 
the beſt proof of it, when every one proves his own Duty, 
the conviction of his own Conlcience, 1o as his Conſcience preſics 
him to the practice of it. 
But, if any expe& ic ſhould be proved, that ſo ic might be the 
mare fircaly believed, and truly practiſed, I ſhall very. briefly 
fove it thus. | 
I, From Precept 5 Supream Authority commands it, 1 Cor. 
IO. 32. Give no offence, neither to the Few, nor to the Gentile, nor 
to the Church of God, This is not left as a thing indifferent, 
that may be done, or not done, at pleaſures nor is it a bare 
Evangelical Counſel, but an abſolute Precept, and of abſolute 
neceſliry, by vertue of the poſitive Command of God. And 
althouzh this Precept be given to all Chriſtians in general, yer 
it laies hold upon all Miniſters with a (pra on 1 ) greater 
tye'.or obligation; for if every Ch be bound to give no 
offence, in any thing, or to any perſon, -leſt his Pr d 
be blamed, or leſt any ſhould not be won to approve and etm- 
brace it, how much more is a Miniſter bound to beware of 
giving any juſt offence that =_ blemiſh his Miniſtry, or hinder 
2 : any 
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any. perſon from being won unto Chriſt. by it. IF it be the Du- 
f Subjects, Servants and Children, to obey the lawful Com- 
mands of their Kings, Maſters 'and Parents, much more ought 
all ro obey God, whoſe Commands are all holy. or and good 
both ia themſelves and in their Influences : And if every Sou 
ought to be ſubjet to the Higher Powers on Earth, not only 
for Wr.th, but for Conſcience ſake, much more ought' every 
Soul to be ſubjeR to the Higheſt Power in Heaven and Earth. 
This is as potent an Argument as can be given to animate any 
ſort of men ( eſpecially Miniſters ) to their Daries, and ſuch as 
caſt his Commands. behiad their backs haye no Call from God 
ro declare his Statures, or . to take his Covenant into their 
mou:hs., Pſal. po. 16, God looks upon' ſuch as unworthy the 
ws to Preach to others, what they will not practiſe them- 
elves. | MN. 
2. From Preſident, and Example of all the faithful Miniſters of 
Chriſt in all Ages , who' maile this (next-co the Glory of God) 
the drift and ſcope of all they did ;*an\ Example we have in the 
Text, and it may be conſidered that the. Apoſtle doth ner ſpeak 
in his own ſingle perſon alone, but in conjunftion with the 
reſt of his Fellow-Apoſtles and Miniſters of Chrilt,' it was not 
on'y his care and conſtant endeavour,” but they all Jjoyned 
with him in this Work. And it is''alledged for an evidence 
of approving themſelves in all things as faichfal Miniſters of 
Chriſt, as in the verſe following the Text;; Bur in all things ap- 
proving our ſelves as the Miniſters of Chrift, Whotoever there- 
fore would approve himſelf in a!l things as a Miniſter of Chriſt, 
is bound in this particular 'to follow the Examples of thefe in 
the Text : . And whoſoever expeQts to ſhare with all' the Ho- 
ly Prophers, Apolttes, and'belc Preachers that ever lived on 
Earth, in the comforts they thee with in this World, and the 
glorious rewards they are crowned with in the other, ought in 
all reaſon 'to ſhare with them in their work,: and .in particular 
ro ſet their heads; hearts, and utmoſt endeavours to this Dury 
* .Civing no offence in any thing, that the Miniſtry be not 
2med. & ; f : A | | 
3. From rational deductions to enforce it, the Apoftle paſles 
by many Reaſons, and Conſiderations niight have been Made uſe 
of, as that it might be a' means to ſecure: his Perſon from the 
malice of his bitter Enemies, and to preſerve his good name 
from Reproaches and falſe Afperfions, and procure him a fair 
; OR AT APs ' Teſtimony 
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Teſtimony from all iogennons people. But he paſles by all ſuch 
worldly, perſonal and ſelfiſh Conſiderations ( and fo thall I) and 
{peaks of- another Reaſon, which was of more prevalency with 
him, than either his perſonal Safety and Liberty, or his worldly 
Reputation and Reſpect, or any earthly advantage whatſoever, 
and that is, That the Miniſtry be nor blamed, Nothing was (0 
dear unto him as the honour of the Miniiry : Nay, Life it ſelf 
( which is the moſt precious thing in Nature ) was leſssdear to 
him chan the diſcharge of the Miniſtry committed to him, ſo as 
to keep it from blame, 4s 20. 24. But none of theſe things moue 
me, neither count 1 my life dear unto my ſelf, ſo that I may finiſh 
my courſe with joy, and the ( d2»oizys) Minifiry which I bave re- 
ceived of the Lord fFeſws. The way to finiſh it with joy, was to 
behave himſelf in it, ſo as that it might not be blamed. See 
what it is that lies next the heart of a faithful Miniſter of 
Chriſt, which he is tender of above all things in this World, 
it is to preſerve the Miniſtry committed to him, pure and in- 
violable from all juſt cauſe of blame, and in this Miniſters 
may have ah unqueſtionable Evidence of their fidelity, that 
they love Chriſt, and are beloved of Chriſt, if they ſer thetr 
| hearts to this Duty, or lay this Apoſtolical Canon upon their 
| Breaſts, as a Peftoral Sacrum, To give no offence in any thing, that 
'T the Miniſtry be not blamed, 

The honour or diſhonour of the Miniſtry it ſelf depends up- 
on the doing or not doing of this; if this Rule be followed, che 
Effect will bz good, God will be glorifed, the Goſpel will 
flouriſh, and the mouths of wicked men will be flopt; if this 
be .neyleed; omitted or diſregarded, the Effz& will be per- 
niciots and diſmal; for then. not only God's Ambaſſadors, but 
God's Word and Ordinances, and the Miniſtry iP ſelf will be 
blemiſhed and blamed, or . as the Greek word (ignifies ) men 
will a&t the Momw upon the Miniſtry by way @ ſcorn, deri- 
fion, biting, -cenſures and bitter words, clouding the Miniſters 
with black Aſperfions, and bringing into contempr not only the 
Ambaſſadors, bur the Anibaſlaze ; and let this ſuffice far the 

——_—— Os PETTY 
.: . We come now to enter npon_a vaſt Sea of matter, which 
'will require ſome time, anda wiſe ſteerage to cur through, to 
open. plainly and fully the nature and practice of this Duty, which 
is.9f, {o Jarge extent, and runs in ſo many Chanels, by reaſon 
"ot -q94ny particular circumſtances, intricacies, and as of 
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Conſcience, accoſting its praRice, that it is no eaſſe matter ei- 
ther to underſtand ir ones felf, or to open it clearly and eny 


to others; and therefore that I might not wander in a Labyrint 
of uncertainties, and loſe my ſelf and my -Reader, I ſhall make 


uſe of this Compaſs to ſteer by. 


1. To ſhew what is meant here, and elſewhere in Scripture by 


* 2n offente. 


2. What it is to give an offence. : 
3. Wherein a Miniſter of the Goſpel is liable above others to 
give an offence. | 


I. The firſt thing neceſſary to be cleared and underftood, is 
what an offence is in the ſenſe and language of che Holy Scrip- 
cure 3 for the notion of Scandal is not to be found in Pagan 
Authors, and beſides in common Language to give an offence, 
is to do that which difpleaſeth, or offtendeth the mind of ano- 
ther: Bur both the word and ſenſe here uſed by St. Pal ſigni- 
nifies quite another thing. | | 

There are ſeveral words in the Original which in our Engliſh 
Tranſlation are rendred an offence : As for example. 

I, The Greek word mew, is uſed more than once by 
St. Paul in the 5th chapter to the Komars, to ſignifie an offence, 
and it properly ſignifies a fall or lapſe from the Rule of Righ- 
reouſneſs, or ahy ſin againſt the Law of God, whether Original 
or Actual: But the word rendred an offence comes ſhort of ex- 
preſſing the true notion or meaning of an offence in the ſenfe of 


'the Text; for every ( mo or) fin againſt God is not an 


offence according to the word in the Text, 
2. The word uſed in the Text by the Apoſtle is ecyowmi, and 
there is another often uſed in Scripture of the ſame derivation, 


* exrwpus, botif which properly. figniftc any block, rub, obſtacle, 


impediment or hinderance laid in a mans way, upon which-he 
may fall, be detained, fiumble, or be ſtopt in his courſe, and 
therefore is ficly rendred a flumbling-block , Rom. 14.13. But 
Judge this rather, that no man put a ( joxopue) ftumbling-block, in 
by | tre way; and it is alſo rendred (4id9- oxrrxippd@) a ſtone 
OF itUiNNM110D8, 

3. There is another word frequently uſed in Scripture, and fig- 
ifies the ſame thing : Woe unto the World (ni 7 oxgrhiay ) beeanſe 
of offences, for it muſt ngeds be that ( ni txgiduae ) ng 

. Pu 
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hut woe to that man by whom the (n auprinner) offence cometh, 
This word, as Grammarians tell us, doth properly tignifie that 
ſmall piece of Wood in a Trap which we cAll the Bridge, upon 
which, when the Vermin, or any Creature for which . the Trap 
was ſet, comes to tread on, ſuddenly the Trap falis down, and 
the Creature is taken, held and enſhared, ruized and deſtroyed, 

The Life of a Chriſtian is ſet forch in Scripture by going, 
walking, running in- a Race, and by fighting. ſiriving. and wreſ}- 
ling : And as perſons are offended, hurt and ruined in going, 
walking or running in a natural fenſe, when any (tumbling-blocks, 
traps, i{nares, or any impediments are Jaid in their way ; {o this 
is by way of allu{ton applied unto Chriliians in a ſpititual ſenſe. 

nces are as ſo many \piritual traps and ſnares, ſtones and 
blocks, whereby they are grieved, enſnared, do ſtumble and 
fall, or are hurt and ruined. | ' 

It is no delighs chat I cake in Grammatical Diſcourſes, in ſearch- 
ing into the {zgnificatian of words; yer when the proper fignifi- 
cation of words do help to a clearer notian of che things, it is 
then requiſite to uſe Grammar z and thus much we have gained 
by ſifting into the fgnification of the word 3 That an offence pro- 
perly taken is ſomething laid in the way of another, which hin- 
ders, eſtranges, frights, or tempts them to forlake the Faith, or 
turns them from the profeſſion of it. Whatſoever gives juſt 
cauſe of grief, ſorrow, or diſcouragement, to walk in a Chriſtian 
courle, may be called an offence, a ſcandal, a ſtumbling block, a 
ſtone of ſtumbling, an occaſion of falling ; or any thing that is 


| ſet in the way to hinder, entangle, enſnare, catch, hurt, gaul, or - 


ruine another in a ſpiritual ſenſe; and accordingly an offence is 
deſcribed by the Learned Schoolman Aguinas to be (diftum aus 


fattum minus rettum prebens alteri occaſfionem ruine ) lomething ſpo- 


ken or done otherwiſe than it ought, which to another becomes 
(or might become) an occafion to tall into fin and ruin. 

In which deſcription, though he xives the difference rightly 
between an offence and other fins, { ior all {in is not an offence 
in the proper fignification, but ſuch only a5 give an occaſion to 


. others to fall by them ) yet I cannot but wonder that fo famous, 


and (o acute -a Schoolman ſhould ſo much fail in that which ſup- 
pliech the place of the Genus (as Logiciins call it ) in his de- 
ſcription ; for diftum aut fattum minus refium, are too narrow to 
include all offences and ſcandals : Many offences are given nor 
only (in aiitis & fattis) in words and deeds, but for want of ſfay- 


ing 
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ing and doing in due time, and place, and manner, that which a 
man was bound to ſay, 'and, was his daty to do. 

Offences may be given as; well by ſins of omiſſion, as by fins 
of commiſſion. As for inſtance, if,a Miniſter of the Goſpel ſees 
people ( carried with a blind Zeal) run headlong into ſuch ways 
as are likely to be deſtructive to their own Souls, and pernicious 
to the Church and State, and ſhall omit to warn them of their ſin 
and danger, if poſſible or probable he might reclaim them, his 
bare flence and omiſſion. of his duty in this caſe becomes 
( 2:04, oxg1J80; ) an offence, a ſtumbling-block,” or ſnare ro 
them ; for thereby they may gither more boldneſs to adventure 
upon their fin, more hardnels of heart to continue ſecurely in it 3 
and for want of warning may periſh everlaſtingly, and chen their 
periſhing is by God ( himſelf ) put upon the Watchmans account, 
Exch. 3.18. His blood will | require at thy hand; but of this more 
afterward. If then in che bare omiſſion of what 'is manifeſtly a. 
duty, there may be (2 ec-wn) an offence i by a Goſbel 
Miniſter, then it is evident that the famous Schoolmans ( diftum 


aut fattum ) {omething ſpoken, or done, otherwiſe than it ſhould, 


was t00 ſhort to comprehend all kind of offences : Yer Fhumbly 
conceive his Errovr way eafily be amended by deſcribing an of- 
fence or ſcandal thus: It is delitum aliguod :apertum, quo prebetur 
alreri occaſio ruine)) ſome fault either of omiſſion or commiſſion 
open and manifeit, whereby is occaſioned the fail and ruine of 
another. For if the faulc be not manifeſt, it cannot be an occa- 
fon of falling to another. 


By what hath been ſaid it is eafie to apprehend the true no» - 


tion of an offence, and what it {1gnifies in the ſenſe of the Apoſtle; 
and this is evident that an offence doth nor properly lie in fay- 
ing, doing, or omitting that which doth diſpleaſe, and offend 
diitempered Palates, or perverted Judgments, but in ſaying, do- 
ing, or omitting any thing that may really be a ſtumbling-block, 
4 trap, a ſnare, or an occaſton of falling into fin; for a Miniſter 
of the Golpel may perhaps very much 'pleaſe the generality of 


the People ro whom he minitters;z yet in that very thing in" 


which he ſeems to uw them, he may give a real offence, and 
lay ſtumbling-blocks before them. And again, he inay very much 
offend their minds and fancies whil(t he honeitly endeavours to 
remove all offences, and ſtumbling-blocks that give occaſion to 
them to fall into (in, as appears by an inſtance of the Prophet Je- 
remiah, and the falte Prophets of his time, ; 


How 
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' How deeply did the Prophet Jeremiah run himſelf into the 
a of the King and Princes' of Judah? How general! 
did he draw upon him the hatred of 'the People ? (© that it al- 
moſt broke the heart of: the holy' Prophet, and made him cry 
out, Woe is me, my Mother, that thou haſt born me, 'a man of ſtrife, 
and a man of contention to the whole Earth, Ter. 1 5 lo. And after 
this we find him curfing his birth-dayz but what had the good 
Prophet ſaid or done that he was ſo generally hated ? Alas he 
had done nothing to incur che' diſpleaſure of any; it was for 
diſcharging his-duty, for telling them plainly they-put their cruſt 
1n lying -words, --and\ outward forms” of Religion; faying, The 
Temple of the Lord, The Temple of the Lord: They were guilty of 
Thievery, Adulcery, Perjury, and Murder ir felf, yet if they 
went to the Temple, and there performed ſome hppa! bo- 
dily ſervice , they thought they were ſecure , and God- would 
wiak* ar: their 'grofſeſt Immoralities. The Prophet 'told them 
what the Temple of-che Lord was, Fer. 7. 4.' and' that: if they 
did'-not ſpeedily amend their ways and doings, he would ſpeedi- 
ly on them up to a miſerable Captivity. * All this diſpleaſur 
fell upon this good Prophet while he-endeavoured to remove the 
ſtumbling-blocks out of their way, which he - plainly ſaw would 
be occaſions of their Ruin. - | i + 

Bur in the mean time, 'the falſe Prophets who ſpake to'pleaſe, 
and kepr' filent for fear'of diſpleafing, and ſang that pleaſant note 
to the People, You ſhall nor ſee the Sword, neither ſhall ye have Fa- 
mine, but aſſured Peace in this place, Ter. 14. 1 Þ 14 How gra- 
cious ( may we think ) were theſe in the ſight both of the King, 
Princes'and People. though' they were falſe Prophets, and what 


they prophitfied was falſe,: yet becauſe it was. pleaſant to- them, 


they highly eſteemed them; - and. thareven for this very-thing 
wherein they had laid a' ſtumbling-block* before them ro: ruin 
them temporally, and without God's great mercy eternally ; 
and it this ſuffice to ſhew what an offence is in the ſenſe of che 

poſtle. : | | 

We now come to the ſecond general Head, £0 ſhew'what it. is 
to give an offence : There ''is a great: emphaſs in the word 
( 9/51 ) giving no' offence. The Apoſtle ſpeaks (us a Learned 
man obſerves upon'the words ) warily-z' he doth not ſay, avoid- 
ing all things at which men may take- offence, bur he ſpeaks of 
giving no offence 3 * this laſt was po and his duty to do, the 
tormer.neither was men A > 7: t6:dow 11441 1 _ , 
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And here I muſt make ule, of a diftintion concerning offences 
and ſcandals, which. though it be; common, yet} is plain -atid 
clear, and ſq manifeſtly grounded on Scripture. and Reaſon, that 
any ordinary Gapacityy nay perceive both che truch, neceſlicy and 
profitable ule of it. + 34 16d vu bh hs end Ns 1 & vW; 

Of Offences: 

7. There are ſome both- given--and- taken; and theſe are fins 
both in the giver. and'taker,. but-grearen in the-giver; 15fialit 

2. There axe ſome offences give. Þyt nor taken 31 there the fin 
reſts only in the giver. 4 \ 

3. There are {ome taken, but not given ; there the ſin reſts on- 
ly in the taker. 9 45111 | - irs 

For brevities ſake I will give an inſtance. of both the firſt kinds 
in one Example, by which it- will appear, that an offence. given, 
though it be taken by fome who-are-weak in grace,: yet by others 
who are ſtronger it is not taken, .nor-proves a ſtutabling-block to 
them ; Pſal. 119, 165, Great peace 'have.they which love thy, Law, 
and nothing ſhall offend them. Or as the Hebrew reads it, they have 
no ſtumbling-blocks. . That proves a ſnare, a trap, a ſtumbling- 
block to partial, difſembling Hypocrites; that Jdye. noc:the Law 
of, God; which doth not 'kec@me To-;to them who encirely: and 
ſincerely love it ; ſo that the dame offence-given, may, in reſpect 
of differing perſons, be taken, and not taken. And the Inſtance 
I promiſed to give, ſhall be jn that offence given by the great 
Apoſtle St. Peter, which I mention the rather, becauſe offences 
- given by great Examples, are far more dangeroug.z and that it may 

be a' warning. to us to beware of -taking the: greateſt'Example for 
our fixed Rule; left: it;þecome an offence; or tiumbling-black-to 
us, Gal. a from the 1oth to the 16th verſe, we have: the' whole 
ſtory, the ſum of which is, That Sr. Ferer being'at Antioch, and 
freely converſing with the Gentiles converted to.. the. Chriſtian 
Faith, eating freely of all ſorts of meats with them, not regard- 
ing the Judaical Differences; yet, wben. ſore. of the Brethren of 
the Circumcition-were come, thither from Zera/a/em:( ſent by 
Temes) he withdrew, and feparattd bimfeyf from -the converted 
Gentiles, not conver{ing-and-eating freely with them, of all kinds 
'of meats as formerly, and this he did ( as the Text faith ) fearing 
them of the Circumciſion, See. what an offence. may ariſe tran a 
weak fear of diſpleaing and offending a Party, .and ty 

| cion 


” 
+ 


XUM 


XUM 


( #8} +. 

lagion which ſuch, weak: fears ufually Froduce For by this the 
Apoſtle Peter gave a real ' offence both co the. converted Jews 
2nd:to--the. Gentiles #- To, the converted; Gentiles, who by his 

a&tice wighti:conceive ſome needfiity for them to.pbſerve che 
Fadgical Ceremonies, or otherwiſe that they could not be bodied 
with chem in the Communion of gre: Camrch yang this/-might 
have diſcouraged many: of : them- from embracing the iſtian 
Faich,, if ic muſt needs draw after it the Jewiſh Ceremonſes, And 
tothe, Jews themſelyes:it was. an offznce, a ſtumbling-block, 
bardening.them in cheir averſenels. fro converſing freely with 
the Gentiles; except upon terms of 'obſerying their Ceremonies: 
&nd:becaule by his Example they were led.to do: the fame thing 
which. he himſelf did. * For the other Jews: likewiſe difſembled 
with Perer -( as St. Paw tells us) ſorhat Barnabas was allo carried 
away with their diſhimulation. : Who knows how far this one a&t 
of $t. Pater might bave proceetded to the ſcandalizing both of Jews 


_and.,Gentiles ? and to: have: hindered; at leaſt for a time their 


happy; Coalition-and)Unign: together into, one Church ,, ;if the 
Apoltle;St. Pat hid not fteod up. yvidy great courage and (incerity 
to remove their ſtumbling-hlock, -- 3, 4. - Ho 
- How tender (oever 'the Papiſts are of St. Peters Hononr, yet 
they do acknowledge thathere was an offence given by cis great 
Apoſtle,” and it. was taken by ſome, Zews wha followed. his exam- 
pls,' for if St-| Peter gave an offence himſelf, they.. who followed 
tho! out of weaknels could not be, wholly. guilelefs- But neither 
St, Pamnor the Gentiles, probably being preſerved by-his example 
and Doctrine, did ſtumble at this tumbling block, or drink in that 
grour which Peters Fat might have: occahoned 3 an error which 
anight have been ivery prejudicial to the Ghrytian Feith: - 
-:1 We:hayehere a-clear extmple of an offence given, that was ta- 
ken by dome ;:;not - by others , which -frequently falls our in 
other Seandalk of i]| Lite-and Converfatian given either by Mini- 
ſters or other. Chriſtians; how readily do farmal careleſs, and weak 
Chriſtians, ſhumble and. fall by 'reaſon :of. ſuch Scandals ? But 
Chriſtzats. well-grounded/in: Faith, ſober Minded, Judicious, and 
Gigcumipe&t (like ſome turgethat ſee and.avoid the Net ) are not 
moved to fall by them. But bowſoever if a ſcandal be given whe- 
ther it betaken, or avt taken, itis a Sin in the giver. 
«Thereare yet two things to. 'be taken notice of concerning a 
ſcandal, oran offence givea.:/ . natl2 G5 
T, Sometimes.it 15 given wie, dire purpolk and —_— to 
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draw another into fin, as a Trap is (et to catch a Beaſt, or a Net 
toenſnare a Bird; ſuch was that Stumbling Block which Balaam 
taughe Balak to caſt before the Children of: 7/-ae/, to draw' them 
to ear of things Sacrificed to Idols, and to commit Fornication, 
_ and conſequently to alienate the favour of God wholly from themy 

this highly —_ che {in of giving offence. Mi 
2. An offence is often given without any the leaſt purpoſe, de- 
fire or 1ntentioneo drazy or occaſion any other to fall, yet this in- 
nocency as to intention cannot excuſe the{in of him-that gives the 
off:nce, any more thanonly ( 4 canto ) from being fo great z' forif 
the fact it ſelf be a ſcandal and culpable, tho' ' the intencion in ic 
were honeſt and good, this will not excuſe it, as may appear by 
that ſharp reply of our Saviour to Perer, Matth. 16. 22, 24.' Peter 
had no il] meaning, but ſpake rather ouc of his tender affection to 
Chri(t, when he ſaid be it far from thee, Lord, this ſhall not be un- 
to thee. But this did not excuſe him, nor abate his Lords dif- 
pleaſure, when he ſaid, get thee behind ne Ota, ( otgiubcaiy ih 
thou art an offence to me. And let this ſuffice concerning an” of» 
fence given, whether taken or not taken, whether with an inten- 
tion of {candalizing another or without. ..--- WORST £7 
3. Concerning an offence taken,when nothing is ſaid or done, or 
omitted which might give any inſt occaſion, to another-:ro ſtum-» 
—ble or to be offended, yet an offence is taken by them, this isuſu- 
ally called ( Scandalum Phaviſeorum ) the Icatidal of the Phariſees, 
becaule the Hypocrifie and Malice of that fect to our Saviour cau- 
{ed them often to fall into this finzthere was nothing done'or taught - 
by our bleſſed Saviour, tho' his words were never ſo Divine and 
Heavenly, ſuch as never man ſpake, and tho' his works were ne- 
ver {o Charitable, -Beneficial and Miraculous, but the- Phariſees 
and all Partial Hypocrites, were offended at him, and put malicious 
conſtruRions upon all he ſaid and did, to repreſent him to the peo- 
ple as faulcy, and niake him odious, Matth. 15. 12, knoweſt thou 
not ( ſay the Diſciples to Chriſt ) that the Phariſees were 
(iorgrdzai2row ) offended after they heard this laying. But Chrift 
replies as nothing regarding at all their being offended, ſeeing he 
had given them no juſt caute of oftence;:'Ler them alone (ſaith he ) 
they be bjind leaders of the blind, .&'c. - -. mn 
They took an offence at the meanneſs of the Birth, Education, 
Poverty and Temprations of Chriſt, yet it were horrid Blaſphe- 
wy, to think that ever any offence was __ by him/-in- word or 
in 


deed, who did go fin, neicher was guile his mouth; x Per. 


2: 22, . 
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2, 22, Chriſt Crucified was a Stumbling block to the Jews, and 
fooliſhneſs tothe Greek : Tho' his excellent Docrineand Miracles 
wrought to confirm it, did incline them to have a good opinion 
of him, and to' follow him with the multitude, . yet when they ſaw 
him Cracified, and his' followers liableto ſuch Perſecutions, and 
Sufferings. as doth' attend: Chriſtianicy, they ' were diſcouraged, 
and turned awaytrom following; and hence our Saviour pronoun- 
ces him Bleſſed that ſhall not be offended in him, | Luke 7. 23. 
and Fobn 16. 1. © Theſe things have I ſpoken unto you, that you 
* ſhould not be offended. Our Lord hath not only: foretold the 
Perſecutions that ſhall befall all his followers, but declared them 
bleſſed that ſhall not beoffended or diſcouraged from the Profefii- 
on of a Crucified Saviour. | BEEx 

And we may conclude that St. Paul who clears himſelf in the 
Text from giving offence in any thing, was not more happy than 
his Maſter ia this, to have no offence taken at his words or ways, 
25 might. be (hewed by many-inſtances'if ic were 'needful. Nor 
muſrany Faithful Miniſter 'of the Goſpel;: be his ine never 
ſo ſound, and his Life never ſo blameleſs, expect to be ſo happy as 
to have no offence taken at either, or both. 
But this is our defence and comfort, that our duty binds us only 
to give no offence, in any thing, and if qr do by us, yet 
takenby others, the offence is wholly in themſelves, not in us'; 
when Miniſters reprove mens Vices, they are , but be- 
cauſe they did that :which ought to be | reproved, the | offence is 
wholly in themſelves. It was the ſaying of. an approved Author, 
melius eft ut Scandalum oriatur qudm veritas relinguatar, It is better 
that an offence be taken than the truth ſhould be betrayed. Mi- 
niſters muſt not forfake their duty for fear of offending. And this 
may ſuffice ro thew what it is to give an offence. | 

3. The third thing is wherein a Miniſter of the Goſpel is 
liablemore than others to give offence, which he muſt careful- 
ly beware of. And this puts me intoa kind of fear, crembling, 
and jealonſfie, when I begin to conſider in how many things, we 
are liable to give offence, and are likely to do ſo, without: great 
Care, CircumſpeRion, 'and Vigilance over our ſelves. It cannot 
be expected char I ſhould give particular inſtances in all things, .ir 
muſt ſuffice if-I couch ſome Chief things, and. leave the other to 
your Pious: Meditation. . Henk 

7. The firſt thing wherein a Miniſter of the Goſpel is liable to 


give offences is/in his entrance upon the Minittry when he is _— 
| rightly 
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rightly qualified for if; rior rightly call'd to it, not rightly placed 
and fetled in it- | +: - [1416 3 20702; 553 

1. When he:is-not'rightly, qualified for it; what qualifications 
are requiſite for fuchas wopld be admitted:into'the-work of the 
Miniſtry. are: fully declared {by St. Paulimawo plabes i gb! Script 
ture, and that-both in-the Negative and» 1Aftirmative,” 2.77 m:.3 
from the firſt to the 14. ver/e;:and Tir. 1.46, 7, 8, 9: The wh 
of both theſe ( for Brevities lake ) may be reduced to four: heads, 
1. A Rational Head. 2. A Learned Tongue, 3. A Gracious Heart. 
q- A Holy Life. F P 773 hi AO. XX 7 2A 211214] ” 
- I., He ought to have a Rational Head; ino iway defective: in the 
Principles of NaturatReaſon,i whereby he may be enabled it0judge 
of Obje&ts. This Solomon calls the Candle of the Lord;'and St. Fake 
calls it the light,that which lightech every man that comes into'che 
World.: 'And St. Paul calls it, the Law written in the | heart. 
This is the firſt Light and Law | chat ever was made known 0 
man, and it is: the foundation-of all: other Lights::and Laws Gnce 
given man, and the -very - Seat and iSubjet of all fupern: 
grace 3 ando far as this Light and Law of Reaſon, will-carry 
2 man, it is the moſt certain and conclufave. Reaſon canſifts 
of firſt Principles, and of ſnch Concluſions as are drawn from 
them, and from the obſervation of ſenſe, and therefore nothing 
can be more-certain. than fach Concluſions, and .by- conſequence 
is very uſeful for ay, but in a ſpecial-manner for: Minifters,, who 
avill have occaſion ſometimes to make uſe of :ſuch;lLogick, which 
1s nothing elfe bur Reafon' put into method. This 'is that by 
which the Preacher. muſt prove ſome of the higheſt Principles-of 
Religion, and by the help of which, he muſt defend [them all: 
And hence St. Pawl calls. the whole of Religion. a Reaſonable 
Service, becauſe Reaſon proves ſome of its Principles, anc | de+ 
fends them all. p | ; | ES « | 

It is therefore requiſite for all ſuch \as- defign, or are deſigned 
to this work, to ſee that their Souls be furniſhed. wich ſuch .naty- 
ral Underſtanding, Judgment, Wiſdom, , Invention, Elocution, 
and other abilities and capacities as are generally beſtowed upon 
Humane Nature; for if anybe defective.in theſe; it: will be diffi 
cult to::make ſuch, good Scholars; more .difficalt:to [make them 
good.:Phdotophers , but-;moſt difficult to ;niake? ithem good 
Preachers 3 ſuch may be fit for ſome other Calling, but. are moſt 
unfic for this. - To | 

2, He muſt have a Learned Tongue, J/a. 50. 4+: The Lord bath 


given 
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given me the Tongue of the Learned, that 1 might know how to ſpeak 4 
word in ſeaſon to bim' that i weary. "It matters not whether the 
Prophet fpeaks in; the perfon of Chriſt, or in this own. perſon; 
ſeeing .he mentions it, as a needful requiſite, to enlighten fuch as: 
2re in darkneſs, to convince ſuch as wander, to heal the wound*« 
ed, to: ſertle the wavering, to reſolve the doubting, to reſcue 
the tempted; and to.comfort and encourage penitence Souls : He 
that is'to do all theſe, had :need to have the Tongue of the 
Learned: *'The Holy A in: ſome-phaces are dark and bb- 


ſcure, and the ſenſe lies. kid many times under TRepave d Fi- 
gures;i and higheſt ſtrains'of Rhetorick. 1 here are alſo'alluſtons 
ro Antient -Cutoms, '' Proverbs, ' Laws, and Antiquities of the 
Aſſyrian, Perſian, Greek, and' Roman Governments. Some Scrip- 
tures admitiof a double 'ſenſe, Literal and Myſtical; and ſome 
Texts 'feems ito claſhi and. be repugnant one to another : The 
Preacher-muſt underſtand how: to open dark+places,>to reconcile 
ſach as'ſeem: rodiffer, 'and co'compare luch' as are doubrfal-;/ and 
this cannot- be:done\. withour'a competent. knowledge 'in -Lin- 
guages,. and imwall Arts and Sciences uſeful to underſtand God's 
Word, -not only in the Tranſlation, but in the Original. The 
Scripture makes mention of che Schools of the Prophets, where 
the Sans:of the.Prophets were trained up in ſtudying and leatriing 
the:!Law of God; that they might be'firred ro teach others; © ſes 
was learned iv all rhe Wiſdom of the Egyptians. Damiel and his 
companions had s$kill in al! Learning and Wiſdom. St! Pat 
thanked:God he: ſpake-with more Tongues than all the (falſe Pro- 
phers of his time.” . Apodos was Eloquent mEIY in Scyipture, 
And Timochy from 2 Child had” been taught to 1 wy Holy 
Scriprure. And alrhough the 'Apoltles were illicerate Then at't 
firſt, yer befors Chriſt tearthem incs the wide World; he' ga 
them the Tongue of :ithe Learned; -': 796548] ie 31 
-- Wehveinn 3ge that flies at all learning, and is quick-ſighted 
inſpying faults, and many hearersare able to {ee through the ig- 
norance of a Clergy :man, and cenſure himif he ſpeaks impertinent- 
ly;-lobſly;:or improperly; It he trip'inihis Citations - of Authors, 
or if fie pilfers the. works of others, -chey:can ſoon! find: tim out, 
and beoffended. with/Him, therefore?In'an age” of ' fach Light all 
Miniſters ought to be well furnithed with fact; "competent degrees 
of Artificial Learning as many enable them, '1. To underſtand 
Gods Word themſelves, not only in the tranflation, /bur in the 
Language: ia which-icwas at tirft delivered, thu they may _= 
| their 
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their own knowledge with more confidence ſay, Thus faith the 
Lord. 2. That they may be able to deliver the Truth in fit and 
proper Language to others, without wreſting it from the genuine 
ſenſe and true meaning of it; as ſome places of Scripture are more 
hard to underſtand, fo fuch as are unlearned -and unſtable are 
moſt forward to faſten upon them, and through ignorance and 
ſelF-intereſt do wreſt and wring them, from the true ſenſe to 
that which is falſe, 2 Per. 3- 16. They who wreſt the Scriptures 
to their own Damnation, . and to the Damnation of all others 
that do hear, believe and practice their Doctrine are here: called 
ſuch as are unlearned and unſtable: they. neicher underſtand the 
Truth themſelves, nor are able to deliver ic to- others. '- 3; That 
they may be able to defend the Truth againſt ſuch as oppoſe it. 
What St. Paul ſaid of himſelf, all Miniſters ought to ſay 1n their 
laces, Phil. 1. 17.: 1 am ſef for the defence of, the Gaſpel, Humane 
arning is ſo, very needful in Divinity that none: without ſome 
competent meaſure of it, can rightly underſtand, divide, me- 
thodize, deliver and cefend the Truth, an illiterace-perſon is not 
fit to be either a Lawyer or a Phyſician, much leſs to be a Preach- 
er, which requires as great a ſtock 'of -humane learning - as. either 
of them. Belides, let it be conſidered, that tho' it is a Truth; 
that perſons may have the liceral knowledg of Gods Word, who 
are ſtrangers to the Spiritual Knowledge of it, | Yet it is as. true 
alſo that none can have the Spiritual | Knowledge of Gods Word 


without the lirteral. 


3. He muſt havea Gracious Heart. Learning in the Head with- - 


out Grace in the heart,is but like the Glow-worm that caſts a light, 
but hath no heat in it. Grace is the Image of God, .and rhe 
Glory of /all Natural and Artificial Accompliſhments, and that 
which renders perſons amiable in Heayen' and | Earth. St. Pal 
who was ſo eminent an Apoſtle both . in doing. and ſuffering the 
Divine Will, imputes all to this, 1 Cor. 15. 10. By rhe Grace of 
God I amwhat 1 am, he paſſes by all his Natural. and Artificial 
Endowments, as very inconſiderable to the Grace of God - great 
Scholars may be great Sinners, -and except Grace / Sanity | Learg- 
ing, the greater Scholars «the greater Sinners, and ficter- Inſtru- 
meats co promote 5atans  intere{t in the- World.! Artificiat Gifts 
may reſtrain Corruption, be a means to civilize perſons, -and get 
a name to live, but Grace mortifies © orruption, makes men 
truly Religious, and embalms their names in both Worlds. He 
who hath rational Head, ſeconded with a Learned: Tongue my 
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be inſtrumental to convince, convert, . and edify others, yer 
without Grace he himſelf is a Caſt-away. It is therefore needful 
that ſuch as deſign this Office, ſhould not only have the Gift of 
Praying and Preaching, but the Grace of both, chat his Words 
being ſeaſoned with Grace, may Miniſter Grace to all that hear 
him, and the more his Sermons proceed from a Gracious Heart 
the more powerful they will be to beget, increaſe, and perfe&t 


Grace and Holy Habits, in the Hearts of the hearers. 


4. He muſt have a holy life and converſation, and this Crowns 
allche former qualifications and is the moſt unqueſtionable evi- 
dence of Grace in the Heart. It is a ſufficient argument, the Tree 
is good when the Fruit it bears is ſo ſo it argues our Graces 
are ſaving and ſincere when they put us upon bringing forth the 
pleaſant Fruits of 'Righteouſneſs, and true Holin Amon 
the many qualifications given to ſuch as defire this Office, this 1s 
one, 1 7jm. 3. 7. Moreover he muſt have a good report of them 
which are without, leſt he fall into reproach, and the ſnare of 
the Devil. Mark how this qualification is fronted with a more- 
over, as if he had ſaid, this muſt be added to all the other re- 
quifites before named, that he be one of a pious and unblameable 


converſation, that even Infidels who are without the Pale of the 


Chriſtian Church may have no juſt cauſe to blaſt his Repucation 
for any Immoralities, or Wickedne(s of his Life, and without 
this a Miniſter will ſoon find that his Perſon will be reproached, 
his Doctrine vilified, and himſelf rempted to ſtudy revenge, and 
fall into the ſnare of the Devil, or which is che ſame thing in 
effe&, he will ſoon loſe his Authority, wound his Credic, be a 
Scandal to the Goſpel, and fall into Diabolical Snares. 

Theſe four muſt concur to fit Perſons for this work, and theſe 
make Perſons apt, fit, and able ro teach; and he that wants theſe, 
and thinks that his Birth, Alliance, Univerſity Degrees, procuring 
Letters Teſtimonial to ſome Biſhop, or that his Riches, Gold 
or Silver ſhould anſwer his defects in Natural, Artifcial, or Su- 
pernatural Abilities, he will find himſelf miferably deceived. Be- 
{ides, good men will be aſhamed of ſuch, wicked men will de- 
ſpiſe fuch, and all ſorts will be offended with ſuch. 

2. Whenhe is not rightly called co-it 53 concerning which four 
things may be ſaid, all needful'to be known. 

1.- Thar a Call from God is eſſentially neceſliry to conſtiture a 
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2, That none ought to —_ the Office, nof undertake _ 
| wor 
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work except he be called or ſent. ThisSt. Paul proves by a Spi- 
ritual Clymax to be neceſſary both for Preachers, and Hearers, 
and to be as perpetual as, Praying, Believing, Hearing and Preach- 
ing, Rom..10. 15. How ſball they Preach except they be ſent ? As 
there can be no Salvation without Praying, nor no Praying, 
without Believing, nor no - Believing without Hearing, nor no 
Hearing without Preaching, ſo there can be no Preaching, with- 
our ſending. Suppoſe a Man hath Gifts and Abilities in the Su- 
perlative degree, and that they are real, and ſuppoſe his inten- 
tions are fincere, and what he delivers is truth, and he is very 
zealous and powerfal in his delivery, and very much applauded 
and followed; yet Went ſending, ſuch; have no warrant to 
Preach in Publick ; for, how ſhall they Preach except they be ſent ? 
The Interrogation is a {trang Negation 3 they cannot Preach as 
God's Ambaſſadors; for there is not one of God's Miniſters upon 
Record, that ever did it withoura Call 3 they may Preach as 
Impoſtors, but not 2s God's Miniſters. ; 
3. That God's Call.ro, this work is twofold, 1. Either mira- 
culous and extraordinary, without the uſe of Artificial means, 
.or the intervention, ſuffrage or help of men. Thus the true: 
Prophets of the Old Teſtament, and the Apoſtles and 
firſt Publiſhers of che Goſpel in the New Teſtament were called. 
2. Or mediate and oxdinary in_the uſe of ſuch means, and by 
ſuch Inſtruments, and in fach manner as he hath appointed in his 
Word. Thus Barnabas and Saul, after they were inwardly called 
by the Holy Ghoſt, were confirmed in their Office by Men, and 
had a Patent given them by due Ordination, 4#-s 13.243. And 
"in the next Chapter we find them en—_ Elders in every 
Church. Thus 7:merhexs and Titus were called, and bothof them 
directed what:kind of perſons, and in what manner they were to 
admit into the Miniſtry. We read of many that were Afliſftants 
to St. Paul in the Miniſtry of the Goſpel, yet none of them ( that 
we read of ) were qualified and called in that extraordinary way 
the Apoſtles were: And it's very probable that what knowledge 
they had, and for which they were thought fit ro be-Ordained, they 
had acquired it by: the ſtudy and induſtry of the Brain,” or by In- 
ſtruction from others. By all which it is evident, 1: That the 
Apoſtles deſigned to leave a ſtanding Miniſtry in the Church to 
the Worlds end, and that by orderly Ordination and Succeſſion. 
2. That as Chriit ealied his Apoſtles and firſt Publiſhers of the® 
Goſps} wn an extraordinary miraculous way , fo the Apoſtles 
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Ordained others in an ordinary way, and thoſe fo ordained did 
Ordain others to ſucceed them, and ſo it hath, and muſt con- 
tinue to the end of the World. OD 

4. As all that are called by God, are called one of theſe ways; 
ſo wholcever is called either of thefe ways, is able to make good 
proof of his Call, to any that (hall queſtion it.. IF he be called 
( as many -pretend) by an Extraorcinary Call, he ought and may 
make proof of- it, as all the holy Prophets, and our Saviour 
Chriſt, and his Apoſtles did 3 none of which did impole their 
Dodtrines upon the. World, meerly upon the account of their 
own Autharity, gor tell People they muſt believe, becauſe they 
ſaid they came from, God, .and were filled with the Spirit : But 
they all gave full. proof of their Extraordinary Call, and con- 
firmed it with Signs and Wonders , and divers Miracles and 
Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, Heb. 2. 4. 

Nicodemus was by this convinced, that Chriſt was a Teacher 
come from God, John 3. 2. becauſe no man could do thoſe Mi- 
racles he. did, except God: were with him. And when Chriſt 
ſeat forth his Diſciples to Preach, he did empower them to 
prove their Extraordinary Call, atth. 10.7, 8. As ye go, Preach, 
ſaying, The Kingdom of Heaven is at hand. Heal the Sick, cleanſe the 
Lepers, raiſe the Dead, caſt out Devils, &c. All thele miraculous 
Gifts were more fully conferred upon them after the Aſcenſion 
of our Saviour. they could ſpeak with other Tongues ; they could 
infallibly forerell what ſhould come to paſs ; they could diſcern : 
the Spirits of Men, who were Sincere, and who were Hypocrites 
they could inflit- corporal puniſhment upon notoricus Cftenders3 
and in ſhort, they could work Miracles, ſuch as none eMe couid ; 
_ could divide the Sea, cauſe the Elementary Sun to ſtand 
ſtill, cauſe Iron to ſwim, heal all manner of Dileaſes, and raiſe 
Perſons from Death to Life ; by theſe they not only confirmed 
the Truth of their Doctrine, and gave rational Evidences of 
their Extraordinary Call, but ſtopped the mouths of all thac 
queſtioned it. 

If any pretend they are called in this Extraordinary way, and 
can prove it, as'they did, we may conclude:that this kind of Call 
is not yet ceaſed. But ſuch as pretend this kind of Call, and cat» | 
not prove it, we may conclude, without breach- of Charity, that 
they are given up to the efficacy of Errour,..and to the power of 
Diabolical Impulſes, and being 'deceiveg themſelves, are Satafs 
Inſtruments to deceiye. others. ee” X bags?" > - 
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* If they be called in the ordinary way, by Examination, Appro- 
bation, Ordination and -Conſecration of the Church, they may 
prove it by ſenſible Demonſtration, or Patents as good as any 
can ſhew to prove their Title to any other Calling. 

If they cannot prove their Call, neither of theſe ways, then 
we conclude that they -are not called in God's way ; for the 
whole Bible doth not afford one Preſident of any true Prophet, 
- Apoſtle or Preacher that ever undertook this Office without a 
Call one or both theſe ways. But their Call is either from, 
1. Themſelves they go, and run of their own accord. Or 2. From 
their ignorant and deluded Followers, who heap up to themſelves 
Teachers after their own laſts, and cry them up for Men of the 
Spirit. Or 3. From Satan, who though he be a true Enemy to 
all regular and right 1 yet he highly approves of the 
Preaching ofCorah,and all the falſer Pophets,and of all ſuch as have 
in any Age undertaken the work of the Miniſtry withouta Call. 

Suppole the ſame queſtion put+to: ſuch that the Jews put to 
Chriſt : By what Authority doft thou theſe things, and who gave thee 
this Authority? What anſwer could” ſuch give > They cannor 
ſay God ſent them, for he never employed any to do his work 
without a Call one or both theſe ways. Perhaps they would an- 
ſwer ( as Facob did his Father concerning the Veniſon he brought 
to him) How is ic ( faid old Iſaac ) that thow haſt found it ſo quickly, 
ny Son? Gen. 27.20, And Facob preſently anſwers, Becauſe the 
Lord thy God brought it to me. This perhaps would be the anſwer 
to ſuch as queſtion ſuch uncalled Preachers, The Lord God 
brought it me, he infpired me; he poured his Spirit upon me, he 
ſent me to declare againſt the fins of the Times and Places where 
I live, and I durſt not difobey the Heavenly Call. 

Such trifling as this our Times have been guilty of. But in 
plain Engliſh, ſuch uncalled Preachers have.no more to ſay in the 
juſtification of themſelves, than Corah, or any of the falſe Pro- 
 phets, or falſe Teachers that ever appeared upon the Stage. Nay, 

et me add farther, that theſe gifted ones of our Times, do fall 
ſhort of the Gifts and Abilities, the Credit and Fame the multi- 
tude of followers and admirers that Corah, Theudas, Simon Magus, 
. and many of the falſe Prophets had, and nothing theſe can fay or 

do, or pretend to be ſaid or done, but it has been ſaid and done b 
tioſe falſe Teachers who were far more conſiderable; and if thoſe 
gave offence, and ftand branded with the odious names of falſe 
Prophets, falſe Teachers, deceittul Workers, and muſt be-judged 
as 
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as ſuch, ſure they cannot eſcape that tread in their teps. To con- 
clude, this is certain, that the Miniſtry is the work of the Lord, 
he is the Author, and ought to be the End of it; and Miniſters 
mult one day give an account both how they came into it,and how 
they have behaved themſelves in it. 

And it hath coſt others who have invaded the work. without a 
Call, very dear, the Earth opened her mouth and ſwallowed up 
Corah, Dathan and Abiram; 1t colt Vzzab his Life, and Saul his 
Kingdom, and will God ſpare ſuch as tread in their ſteps? Be- 
ſides, men would be loth to take.upon them the Calling of an 
Earthly King's Ambaſſadour, or a Noble man's Steward,or a Judge 
of Affizes, or a Juſtice of Peace, or a Mayor in a Corporation, or 
2 Commander in an Army without a Call though they were ne- 
ver ſo well gifted and qualified for ſuch Offices: If men bluſh for 
ſhame to do the leſs, why do they not tremble to do the greater ? 
If this farisfie not ſuch uncalled Teachers, let me leave this Advice 
' with ſuch People as incliae to hear and follow ſuch 3 Fudge of 
Preachers, not by their Gifts, Parts and Abilities, nor any thing on ths 
ſide their Authority. See that ſuch as you hear have the outward 
Call, as well as the inward; that they be taught not only by God, 
but by Men 3 by «his means you will never be miſled, nor ſe- 
duced by any ſort of Teachers. 

3. Whea he is not rightly ſetled in it, as to his Perſonal Refi- 
dence, or whea he wants a clear Providential Call to that particu- 
lar Place and People, he is to exerciſe his Miniſtry in. The Church 
is now planted, and the Miniſters are tyed to o__—_ Congrega- 
tions and ſetled Places, and theſe Places are called God's Houle, (as 
the Sabbath is called his Day) there the People meer to worlkip 
him ; over this Houſe the Miniſter is to be-God's Steward, to 
break the Bread of Life faichfully ro his Henſhold, and to give ta 
every one their Portion in due-ſfeaſon. But when the Miniſter 
wants Faith and Patience to wait upon Cd, until he opens the 
door, and orders him a clear Call into his Houſe 3 and through a 
wicked heart of unbelief, aud doubtfulneſs of the Alfuffciency of 
Fehovah, climbs in by Simoniacal Contract and Perjury, at once 
buying his Preferment with Money, and wounding his Conſcience 
by Perjury, he opens the mouth of People againſt him, to ſay it was 
not his Parts, nor his Grace, nor his Wiſdom, bat his Purſe, his 
Gold or his Wealth, that placed him over us to be our Mi- 
niſter. 

Simonyp. is an iatent, purpoſe or delire to buy or ſell a Spiricual 
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Benefice, or any Corporal thing annexed to the Church or Place 
of Publick Workſhip. 

How common ſoever this Sin is in this age yet former ages 
counted it a very great Iniquity ; ſome Learned, and Holy men 
have accounted it Herefte, others have thought it a' fin that bor- 
ders upon the unpardonable Sin, by reaſon that either virtually 
or actually it comprehends all fin, and is inconſiſtent with the 
preſence of any ſaving Grace in the Heart ; all good Chriſtians 
have looked upon it, as very deteſtable and ſcandalous in the 
Church of Chriſt, and hence our pious Anceſtors have made 
Provincial and very fevere Canons againſt it. There is alſo a 
Stature in force againſt it made 31. of Eliz. and fince that an 
Oath againſt it, at th inſtitution into Benefacey in the 4oth. 
Canon where che Clergy-man in his own perſon before his inſricu- 
tion {wears thus, 


J W. L. vo Swear that J have made noSimoniacal Payment, 
Contract oz P2omiſe, directly oz indirecly, by my ſelf oz by any 
other to my knowledge, oz with my conſent, to any perſon oz 
pcerfons whatſorver, fox 02 conccrning the pzocuring and obtaining 
of this Eccleſiaſtical Dignity, Place, Pzeferment, Office, 02 
Living, (naming the place ) no2z will at any time hereafter per- 
* form, oz ſatisfp any ſuch kind of Payment, Contract oz P2omiſe 

made by any other without mp knowlevge oz conſent. So help me 
God through Jetus Chriſt. 


An Oath isone of the ſtrongeſt tyes that Heaven 'or Earth can 
give or expeR, and this Oath is both aflertory and promiſlory, 
and he that can deliberately read ir, and conſ{iders what habitual 
pravity lies in the bottom of it, and what Helliſh fins do accom» 
pany it, and how 9 mart it is in its effeRts, what an/affront 
It is to the nominal and real attributes of God, and to his Laws 
and Ordinances, and to the publick good, and after all can ſwal- 
low it, heis ficted for any wickedneſs upon occaſion, and will 
not regard what duty he omits, nor what fin he commits, if he 
may promote his own Carnal and Worldly intereſt. If the fin 
of Lying be from the Devil, and makes men like ' him and at 
laſt brings them to him wuch more doth this fin, which is not'only 
a lye rold, but a lye deliberately (worn. DEE 

When our Saviour was on Earth he made 'z compariſon be- 
tween the whole World and one {ingle Soul, Marth. 16. 26. What 
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is a wan profited if be gain the whole World and loſe his own Soul? h 
doth as it were take a pair of Ballances in his hand, and puts the 
whole World inone Ballance, and one ſingle Soul in the other, 
and concludes that the whole World cannot countervail the loſs 
of one Soul. One would think he who lays the Oath, and this 
Text together would tremble to commit the fin of Simony, and 
\ if he have, that it would breed Sulphur in his Breaſt till he Repene. 
Shall any take Gods holy and dreadful name'in vain and be guilcleſs, 
2nd break his Oath and be delivered? How can he Preach the 
Wordof God, that regards not the Oath of God? Is it likely _ 
that he can be true to the Souls of others, who is falſe to his own ? 
Can hebe Inſtrumental to ſave other mens Souls, who hath Damn- 
ed his own? To forſwear this fin and yet ſtill to commir it, ar- 
guesa perſon under the very Reign and Dominion of fin. The 
Heathens turned: the word (> ) which ſignifies an Oath, to 
ſignify Hell,; the proper place for perjured Perſons. If ic were 
not as: natural for perſons to cover fin, as to commit it, one 
would think, -a fin of this nature would find none to ſpeak a word 
.0N its behalf 5 but he that cempts men to this ſin, can eaſily fur- 
niſh them with devices not only to conceal, but if poſſible juſtifie 
it-,- Oge- buyes a, Horſe of the corrupt Patron, tho' he needs 
none,--nor if he:did would, give ſuch a price to any elſe; Another 
enters into- Bonds of Relignation before he can get the Preſen- 
ration; and ſure he eicher doth, or in time will know what that 
means ; Another buys the Preſentation while the Incumbent 
lives, but ſure he cannot be -ignorant, what that means wheg 
the good old man dies z and how the Incumbeats Life, or Death, 
makes this a {in or no fin, is a nice point in- Divinity. Another 
hath! a Relation, or Friend that does all, and the Clergy man 
knows no more of it than the Child that's new born, bur ſure 
the Clergy man cannot but be ſtrangely furprized, when the : 
Patron is fo kind as to fend a Preſentation, 'to him who is a {tran- 
ger, and ſuppoſe he in Truch knew nothing before, yet then he 
may conjecture thathe had ſome friend in a Corner, to whom even 
out of ingenuity he ought co be really grateful. Thus >atan 
makes uſe of crafcy Heads and falſe Hearts, to invent blinds and 
covers to hide this f1n, both to ſtop+thie inouth of Conſcience at 
preſenc, and to ſhelter and fave them from thame and puniihmen: 
for future. Ts 
But if all theſe covers made to hide this (fn be well conſidered, 
it will appear, 1, That neither the Divine Laws, nor the Law: - 


of 
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of Conſcience are fatisfied with this praQice, if they be, what 


needs ſo many Clancular arts to hide it from both? 2. That the 
Clergy-man comes not to his Spiritual preferment, without ſome 
con{ideration given, either - by himſelf, or ſome body elſe for 
him, and then how will Conſcience diſpenſe with thoſe words 
inthe Oath diretly or indiretly by my ſelf, or by any other? 3. Do 
not ſuch proudly trample upon the wildom and power of their 
Law-Makers, and fruſtrate the very end and deſign of the Laws 
made ? Some are ſovile as to wreſt the Lavw, to juſtifie this practice, 
- bur let ſuch know that tho' our Laws do, and are forced ſfome- 
tirhes to connive at this {in for want of due proof againſt it. yet 
they are far enough either from ann or proving the legality 
of it, upon this ou and reaſon, becaule it's direaly contrary 
ro the end and deſign of: all choſe Laws, Statutes, and Canons 
mace againſt it. 4. Do not ſuch endeavour to ſer the Laws of 
God, and humane Laws at variance, by breaking the one and 
then labouring to cover ic with the other ? 5. Doth not this argue 
iuch Clergy men, have reſolved their Religion into humane Laws? 
Is not their fear, their Faith and all their Worſhip towards God, 
taught by the Preceprt of men ? Is not a good Benefice their Creed, 
and Gain their Goclineſs > Do not ſuch in effe&t make the Patron 
their God, and Humane Laws their Scripture? How truly may 
ſuch be call'd Simoniſts for treading in his ſteps ? Hewas in the 
Gall of bitternels, and bond of Iniquity, yet affeted Spiritual 
promotion, and was willing to give Money to purchaſe ſuch Pre- 
{erment, but went not to Ged but to Ferer,who was but Gods Stew- 
ard, not to ſe!], bur diſpoſe of, and diſpenſe his Gifts as he appoint= 
ed. Thus the Clergy-man is taken with: Church Preferment, 
and is willing to give Money to obtain it, but he goes not to' God, 
who is the proprietor of all Spiritual promotion, bur to the Patron 
who is but Gods Steward, whom in Provicence he h:th entruſted 
to preſent fit perſons to his houſe in a vacancy. If the Patron 
tells it, the Law of God charges him: with Robbery, becauſe by 
Gads Law it _is none of his, and Humane Laws will force the 
Patron to prelient within a limited time, and that freely without 
any conſideration, yet the Clergy-man goes to the Patron, who 
hath no right to fell it, at:d by this juRifhes the Patrons Thievery, 
breaks the Divine Law, and puts a cheat upon al} humane Laws 
made againſt it. * Suppoſe God thould put the ſame queſtion to 
tuch a Clergy man after inſtitution and induction, as he put to the 
+ man that wanted the Wedding Garment. Frieud how cameſt 
thou 
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-ney to preſent him, would ſay as he did to Simor 
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thou in hither ? How cameſt thon to be Preacher in this place ?' to 
be a Watch-man over this People ; to ſerve at my Altar? To 


receive the revenue belonging to this Church 2 Durſt-the Clergy- 
man cw atiy of rheſe, I bought -a Torts, I Seal'd a Bond, I 
ta 


actually or yerrually bought che Preſentation ro this Benefice? No, 
ſqeh'would be as Specchleſs as thit man was. Wi 
' Ir were/a great 7d rae to the Church, if every Patron had 
St. Peters Spirit, and when any Clergy-man eng him with Mo- 
; : | lagus, thy Money 
periſh with thee :* but alaſs there are'Patrons as ready to (ell as rhe 
other -to buy, they are like Simeon and Zevi, Brethren in iniquity, 
both of 'cthem ſig deliberately am knowledge, '. pertidiouſly 
ically againſt their Profeſſion, 'and 'fecretly 
and with a of Helliſh skill againſt all Laws both Divine and 
mane. 2 * gee thy | 

Bur as there is a God in Heaven that knows what hath paſt /'be- 

tween the Patron and the Clergy-man, ſo the time is coming 
when he will make ir known he hath aſſumed this Title of being 
a God in ſecret, to afſure us that as he knows, ſo he will make 
known the moſt ſecret frauds and cloſetted contrivances 3 Be not 
deceived, God is not mocked, he will bring to light the moſt hidden 
things of darknefs, thoſe fins that have batched in Hell, ſhall 
appear above board in all their circumſtances and aggravations, and 
then what ſhame and confuſion will cover ſuch when they conſi- 
der what they have done and what they muſt ſuffer. 

If then you would not render the Church contemptible, and de- 
ſtroy all hopes of preferment in a regular way, if you would not 
ive an yniverſal offence toall( except the corrupt Patron and the 

evil ) be not rang os with this fin, but carefully avoid it, that 
the Miniſtry be not blamed. dk 

2. The ſecond thing wherein a Miniſter of the Goſpel is liable 
to give offence, is in the negligent, careleſs, and groſs omiſſion of 
the manifeſt duties belonging to his Office, - ſuch are reading and 
ſtudying of the holy Scriptures, publick Prayers, and Preaching 
of the Word, the due adminiſtration ofthe Sacraments, asallo Ca- 
techiſing thoſe that are young cnllacing  garonneny defending 
the Truth againſt all oppoſers, executing ; 
place, viſiting the fick, and butying of the dead, and ſuch like 
Offices to omit any of theſe in a careleſs negiigent manner is 
(=g#5%em ) an offence; the crime laid to the charge of thoſe Prieſts of 
old was, Mal. 2. 9. They were partial in the Law, It would not 
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ſcandalous in the Eyes of many, and the fault was covered over 
with ſome ſpecious-pretences, yet it wasa very dangerous ſtumb- 
ling block, giving occaſion to many not anly to neglect that ſolemn 
memorial of the of their Saviour, but to live and dye in 
the negle&, ( if not in the contempt ) ofthat Blefled Sacrament, 
to the great hazard of their Souls. Beſides it bred an opinion in 
many of the non-neceflicy of Eating the Fleſhand. Drinking the 
Blood of Chriſt Sacramentally, and ſome were fo, bod, as openly 
to profels that the danger, was great only in unworthy. receiving, 
but no danger at all in no: partaking of it, and this brought ſuch 
a Spiritual froſt upon the affections and devotions of ſore Chri- 
ſtians, as will require ſome pains to thaw, and rekindle that hearty 
Devotion, high reverence and longing defires which ought- ro be 
in all towards ttat Heavenly food of their Souls, and rhus it may 
be ſaid of any other duty appertaining to the Miniſtry,the grofs and 
careiets omiſkon of which. may not only draw a Woe from 
God, but becowe an oftence to.men- 

3- The thizd thing whereina Miniſter of the Goſpel is liable to 
give ofience, 1s when he performs his Office with ſuch a rude ir- 
reverence, light indecency, and ſuch manifet unſacable unworthi- 
neſs as betrays the holy things wherein he Miniſters.to contempr, 
among fuch as are Prophane, and tothegrief of (ach as areitruly 
Pious, even 2s Ee Sons by their rude miniſtration cauſed men: to 
-ablzor the offering of the Lord. Though Miniſters are in a pect- 
liar manner Gods Servants, and immediate attendants, that do not 
* enly gpproach \ buz in a {ep(e repretenc) his perſon, yet they ought 
. to 


+ ( 2 - 
t6 know and keep their diftance in all their approaches to him; 
when they draw nigh to'the high and lofty one, they ought to yo 
cloarhed with hurniliry, his exceliency ſhould make-them afraid, 
and his dyed ſhould fall apon them. h 

In as of Divine Worthip. Miniſters ſhould not only call upon o- 
thers, but joyn with them in' che words of the Pſalmiſt,Pſal: 95. 6. 0 
come let us worſhip, and bow down, and kneel before the Lord our Makey. 
* There onghtro be in all Divine Miniſtrations (a> woawdras, and 
an *Zi«;Y a deceiicy and worthinefs, theſe for the moſt part go roge- 
theryarid where either of both theſe are wanting, there is an offence 
given, and if the Cormrbiais were blamed: by be. Paal,: and | 
nifhed by God himſelf for behaving themſelves ( 2r2Zivs )utworthi- 
ly in partaking ofthe Eords Supper, fſarely the fin ofa Miniſter per- 
forminghis Mmiſtration utworthily, or unbeſeeming the Holineſs 
of fuch ſervices, is mach more blame-worthy both from God aritt 
Mer z he that defignsto ſerve God acceprably, he maſt do ie with 
rote ance Godly fear,” Heb; 12,28, that the Miniffry be not 

lamed, -' | | 

4: The fourth. thing wherein a Miniſter may give offence, is, 
when he deprefſerh the honour of Preaching; by making: ir ſtoop, 
and baffimg it with the Lyruryy, the bare reading of the Scripture, 
and the Homilies'df our Charcty ſer-out by Authoricy... 

There is no part' of the Mitiiftetial Oftice' more weighcy than 
Preaching, or Explaining'and- Interpreting the fenfe of Scripture 
by Scriprure, in af authoritative way, to theufe of the heaters, in 
order co the glory of God, and their preſent and future Happineſs. 
This is' that Ordmance which tle-all-wiſe God hath deviſed and 
appdirited to-ſave Souls; - it's'as a golden 'Net let down from Hea- 
ven, to fetchSbuls-rhither;-it's/the Charior of the Holy Ghoft, in 
which he makes his progte(s' from place to place in this World; 
it's ſuch an Ordinance as all-che Miracles of Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
vere attendants'to it: Yet'no Ordinance hath, been more abuſed 
by ſome, nor undermined by others z which is wort of all, ic 
hath been undervalued by forme who have pretended to be its 
Eriends; and have afrogared' ro rhemfelvevthe Title of bemg the 
ttue Sons off the Church;- and have - been” obliged! many ways to 
keep up its honour, in even theſe have deprefled the honour, and 
endeavoured to weaken-thie power of ir; and that four ways. 

7. By queſtioning whether it be a Worfhip'of God properly ſo 

call'd ; they look upor\ it tobe one-'of the meaneft Ordinances of 

- God, and think God ——_— cnoogh without it, 
\ | A T 


and 
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and.therefore have been.ſo bold as to-preach down Preaching, and 
haveentred this query, whether Preaching be _{ Caltus Dez proprie 
diftu) a Worſhip of God in a proper kind of. ſpeech. ;'In 'an{wer 
to which I demand, what reaſon can be given but that an -obedien- . 
tial a& ( #n rebas ſacrs: ) in holy things, performed immediately to 
God for the honour of his name, ſhould be properly a Worſhip of 
him ; but Preaching is ſuch an a&, &c. Preaching in a myſtical 
ſenſe, is Gacrificing and offering up of the Souls of the People ; and 
as tae Souls of Chriſtians are the moſt acceptable Sacrifices to God, 
fo before they be offered, they muſt be (as it were) ſlain, morti- 
fied, and the blood of natural corruption let our. . 

The Word of God is to them as the Sacrificing Knife of the 
Prieſt, and the Preaching of it is like the Prieſts applying it to the 
uſe of Sacrificing : Therefore Miniſters in Preaching of the Goſpel, 
offer the beſt Sacritices, and moſt acceptable Oblations unto God; - 
in which kind of ſpeech St. Paul ſaith, he was a Miniſter of Jeſus 
Chriſt to the Gentiles, miniſtring the Goſpel of God, Rom. 1 4.16. 
That the offering up (or ſacrificing) of the Gentiles might be ac-., 
ceptable, being ſanctified by the Holy Ghoſt. But that we may not 
ground our _ too much upon alluſions and metaphors,, we will 
make it evident in plain words, that Preaching-ot the-Word is 
(Culrus Dei proprie diftus) a Worlhip of God. in a proper ſenſe. 

Let it be conſidered, that all the parts of Publick Worſhip are 
not to be conſidered as acts performed by the Miniſter alone, bur 
as they involve and carry _—— them the acts of the 'People, 
and ſo make together one Service of the whole Congregation 
adoring God. Let Preaching be thus conſidered as-it is accompa- 
nied with the relative aRs of: the People and- let the whole Di. 
vine Service of the Congregation (which is but one Body) be pur 
into one Sacrifice, and then I hope -it-will- be (Clzas Dei proprie 
dittus) a Worlhip of God properly fo called. i: 

For why. ſhould not an humble, ſubmitting proftration of the 
Soul 'to God, when he ſheaks t0 us, be'as properan adoration of 
him 3 as an humble ried, ing,-or reſigning proſtration when we 
{peax to him ? Ifthen;our act conſidered alone, doth not deſerve. 
( which ſurely it doth ) to be;called ( culrus Die ;proprie dittus ) 4a 
Worthipin a proper ſence;yer for the ſakes of the peoples at,which 
is inſeparable from ours, let altogether paſs for. cul:us Dei proprie 
dittus without further queries. , _ 

2, By crying up and highly extolling ſheL-yrurgy,or commonPray- 
er, in oppolition to. it, {ome are!yery devout at Prayer,but care nor 
or 
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| tell me( 1 pray, ) what welcome'you: 
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for Preaching they lift up one to the difparagdnend of the other, 


and Prayer and Preac ' 
the Seed, that preſerves and continues. each other, are made by 


oes down. Now tho I do not. think i 
part of a Dutiful Child, gel, F is Parhos 


ſeeing I am in a manner forced to. ſpeak comparatively upon the 

ſeveral perfeRions of thele YO | eſhvp. eh 

Lyturgy and Preaching both which, I Honour, as my Parents which 
life, and will not ſay whichlT love 


ſay that the Lyturgy in ſomethings hath her clear preheminence, 
bark ber peculiar inengies and cx 


- - f = 


' raſhyebs, rudeneſs, -paſſiqnateneſs, and faſticigu = of private 
(tO; 


we (hall [ 1e mean time tho natural affeRtion in- 
Cline ſome fre to. love their Father beſt, and ſome their Mo- 
ther, yetif trye.Reljgion cauſe them to give both their dye honour, 
it-is no ſtriving againſt nature in this ; fo if ſome obedient Chil- 
dren of the ch, be more inclined in their affe&tions, unto 


If this ſatisfies not-to chire this extream of ſetting up one part of 
worſhip.to pull-downanother, and magnifying the Prayers of the 
Church above Preaching,.,l. ſhalt in few words ſtop the mouth of. 
any (who ha : the lead} {park of true Chriſtianity in them.) from 
& m Nas ring ap.the jleaſt ought againſt Preaching of che 

00 one torres oe ts «5 
* If Preaching begin to grow into 4 Di with us upon Earth, 

think our Prayers will find in 

Heaven ? 1f we negle& or flight Gods word delivered to us, ca 

we think he will regard opr Prayers © ered to him? no, bane 
s' $63 bf 2\v #A.. " Mis i # At 
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bath faid, Prov: 28. 9. He that tarneth aivay hit Eav from hearing of 

the Law, even his Prayer ſhall be abomination.  - | 
. By declaring that the barereading of the Holy Scripeare is the 
belt Preaching; and (ufficrent 'withonr any explications, of cortt- 
ments to edifo people to Life and Salvation. It is true rhe pure 
Word of Gyd, reid wirh reverence and as it ought, hath done and! 
may do, nuch good, and is pirge 0 aSit is a declaration of 
Ghnds will Y may be called Preaching,” in a ſtrict 2m proper 
ſence Preaching is fottierhing more than bare re2ting : Whrs cart 
chink thar when'ovr Saviour ſent his Apoſtles to Preach; He' meant 
no more thay.che'bare rexling of fuch'Seripture as was then writ- 
ren ? or that when Sr. Paul id; Who is fa cient for theſe things ? 
He meant no more than, who is ſufficient to read theſe things? or 
when he exhorred Timorhy rightly wo divide the word of trath, ke 
meant no more than the b« Faging. the word of truth ? or whe: 
he 'f Patherically charged” Him" by GN Pod Lord'fefus 
Chriſtro Preach the Word, to be inftant'in Teafon; our of (etſtn; 
and to, reprove, rebuke, and exhort with all long-ſufftringand' 
doctrine, 2 75, 4. I. That he'meant no more than bare reading 2 
Bar rattier an-opening and'explaining of Scriptureto rhe edification 
< 6 hearers. altho Tor purity of Truth bh puttoeity, 
eading may farexcet Preaching; yer for accommodate firneſs for 
the edi -arion of the Charch;” right” Preaching*('tho* but weak ) 
may, go beyond it; it is no good rate that' whatfoeveris belt.is al- 
waies fitteſt, for Gold is tHe pareft of all Mecals, JENS for the 
uſe of cutting excellsit. The Scripture compares the Word of God 


to an Axe, and the Miniſters workabount it, may be compared to 


the Axe'alone cuts berter withont the Helvethan'with'ir; F 

to the Conſciences of all, wherher the Word of God, + 
commonly and ordinarily ſtrike with deeper impreſſes, and more 
powerful convictions upon mens Minds and Confciences, when it 


puttingof a'Wooden Helye intoit; and ſure none: will ay, that 
"not 


is helved with the Miniſters Expoſitions, Illuſtrations, and preſ- * 


ng ArpBcations, than when it's' barely read. l 

_ Andiif any think this derogares'from. the Word, ro fet cir forth 
to be but as ah Axe withouran Helve, I reply that the Wiſdom of 
God did never incend that the Wordalone ſhould be ſufficient, 
and perfect enough to build upthe Church without: the Miniftry 
of men, and therefore he hath put no ſuch. perfe&ion into che 
Word alone, but as he hath given the Axe; fo he-hath.giveri the 
Helve alſo, I mean ſich as Labonr inthe'Word nie: © = 

whic 
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which muſt by no means be ſligh neglected, ' for as the 0! 
Proverb is, Helve after Hatcher, be.6y me away: the Helve ( : 
mean the right Preaching of che Word ) I fear the Proverb will 
be rrye the other way, Harocber after Helve, : 

4; By. infnuating and- perſwading that there needs no other 
Preaching, ( after Prayers and Reading of Scriptures ) but reading 
of the ' Homilies of our Church), and theſe are cryed up to be the 

| beſt and moſt excellent Sermons; and. he is no right Son of the 

Church that uſeth any other Sermons, except upon ſome extraordi- 
nary. occaſions. | | 

Irs true the Homilies of our Church are Grave Comments, 
ſound and good/expoſitions upon ſome {elect parts. of Holy Scri 
ture arid the reading of theſe 1s good Preaching, and I heartily with 
it were 'more uſed; provided itcould be without ſcandal, which 
people generally in onr Teeth, that we make uſe of them 
more out of lazineſs, and -floath, than out of any; defire of their 
edificationand Salvation. | | 

The truth is the Homilies and Articles of our Church are Bul- 
warks and Treaches of our Religion that will better uphold ir, 
than thouſands of our Sermons ; but yet for edification of a parti- 


cular congregation 2 difcreetSermonmade by a painful Paſtor fram- 
ing his Speech more:nearly unto times, places, perſons, occaſions 
and circumftances inay excell.one of onr ies, yea the judg- 


ment of our Charch is:ſo, ; feeingihe leaves'out the Homily in her 
publick fervice of God forthe ſake'of the Sermon. | 
- If any: think chis is Pride co' prefer :the Judgment of a private 
Pafttor before the Judgment of the Church, as if he conld tee bet - 
ter what is fit for the ber of the People than the Church, 
_ anſwer; There is no queſtion; but their knowledge and judgmen 
15 to be preferred before any Private” mans in ſome things; but the 
calE is thas; as a'weak-(iphted;man ſtanding near an objet, may 
better judge of that particular object, than cthe-moſt quick-f1ghred 
man in the: World ſtanding at a further diftance : So the Homilies 
which look upon this and that Parochial Congregation at fo great 
2 diſtance, may ſometimes. fail of the firmneſs which the diſcretion 
of 2 Parochial Paftor may contrive by his: own pains and induſtry. 
Beſides, the Church had no deſiga ia the ferang forth of her 
Homilixs ro out-gothe pepfetion of her Miniſters, ouc to iupply 
their wants; and ir is no. diſhonour to the Church, if fOmertimes, 
and in fome caſes their Preaching be preferred before ers, Bur £9 
concludes God's Preaching, in tics Word'is mych. beiter than ours ; 
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but it's'too high for the People, without an Interpreter. The 
Churches Preaching in her Homilies is of more authority than 
ours; but her pravity-will not-eaſily maſter the dainty and coy 
Ears of our Times : And beſides, ſhe hath-ſo few Sermons, thac 
our Times ( which muſt be fed with- variety } would ſoofi grow 
weary. 0-4 Hs 29215 IS 

And therefore when all is! ſaid that can be ſaid to' undermine 
the honour of ſound Preaching; byicomparing it with the Lyturgy, 
the bare reading of the Scriptures, and the grave Homilies of our 
Church, yet after all, it holds, and will hold this honour ioviolable, 
that it is a prime fundamental and ſtanding Ordinance of God, a 
moſt beautiful Watch- tower in'the midſt of God's Vineyard. The 
generative faculty whereby one Church begets another, (whichin 
the ſenſitive creature Philoſophers call the nobleſt faculty ) the 
chief Inſtrument whereby: Chriſt gathers a Church to himſelf; it's 
that concerning which our bleſſed Saviour. (apon the bond of his 
Love) gave St. Peter a threefold CHrge. feed my Lambs, feed my 
Sheep, feed my Sheep : It is that: which: Chriſt gave :in Commiſſion 
to all his Apoſtles; yea, the firſt thing in it 2/arrb. 28. 19. It's 
that Ordinance which all-the Miracles of-Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
were Servants to andisthat a'mean Ordinahce, which for along 
time in the Primitive Charch was ſo nobly attended wick Glori- 
ous Miracles, and Qlill isattended tn Miracles," giving 
ſight ro men Spiritually-blind, and: raiſing up men dead in f1n, to 
the love and liking of Godlineſs:: : The Converſion of a Soul is a 
Miraculous work; and we find-no leſs than. 3000'converted by one 
Sermon, ' A#. 2.41. what a Miracle was this to ſee - 3000 gead 
men that could neither ſee, hear, ſpeak -nor ſo much as feel, all 
raiſed to life, 3000 Rebels made Loyal Subjects and all this effe- 
ed by one plain and powerful Sermon ; beſides all this, the publick 
as and conſtitutions of our Church, do ſo highly dignify the. Ho- 
nour of Preaching, that it is either ſome il] aftetion; or diſobedi- 
ence, or both, to our Church, that cauſes any to depreſs the honour 
of ir, and to make a confuſton among ſuch parts of Gods Worſhip 
as our Church hath orderly and inſeparably joyned together, what 
cftences have been given by thus doing, experience will fully in- 
form any that defires to know. 

5. The fifth thing wherein a Miniſter of the Goſpel is liable to 
give offence is, by ſowing or cheriſhing the Seeds of Schiſm, Di- 
viſion and Separation, when he plants ſuch principles in the minds 
of people, as afterward ſerve them as a Crab ſtock to graft Schiſm 
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apon;tho' he do it not with his own hands, yet upon occaſion they 
will doit themſelves; The Scripture doth expreſs Shin, by = 
diviſions, by men ſeparating themſelves, and forſaking the AC 
ſemblies, or going out from the-Church, and by heaping up tea- 
chers, and drawing uw. after them, in oppoſition to the true 
Church. I am very ſenſible by experience how little regard is gi- 
ven ( by many) to any Miniſter whatſoever, who offers his aC- 
ſiſtance towards the healing or preventing of this diſeaſe, and if St. 
Paul were again on Earth, and ſhould.cry with his once compaſho- 
nate earneſtneſs, Rom, 16. 17. Now I beſeech you brethren, mark them 
which cauſe ( Irxoramas 14 mw oxdrdura) divifions,di ſpentions, ſeparation, 
and offences, contrary to the Dottrine which you have received, and a- 
w0id them, It is to be feared he would find many ears ſtopt againſt 
it. But obſerve how he joyns diviſions and offences togecher as 
if they were one and the ſame, or asif one were productive -of the 
other ; and if any Nation under Heaven have {cen and felc 'whac 
{ad offences Church divifions have proved, ſure we have had ex- 
perience enough to make us both wiſe and humble.. Are not divi- 
{ions offences to them that are without the Church, to hinder them 
from coming in? Are not diviſions offences to thole that are with- 
in, to ſtumble the weak with needleſs ſcruples, to harden the pro- 


. fane, todeaden the Hearts of formal Chriſtians, and to make them 


careleſs of Religion? Do not diviſions, rents and (ſeparations in- 
creaſe Atheiſm and Idolatry, and hinder the peace, comfort and 
edification of all in general ? 

Our opinions in matters of Religion have been many, we have 
been divided and ſubdivided, but doubtleſs our divifions had never 
grown to that height, if the rank and poyſonous ſeeds of ſchiſm had 
not been thick ſown by ſome Miniſters of the Goſpel, and the fire 
kindled by this offence is not eafily quenched. I could give an in- 
ſtance'of a learned and famous Divine who had out of a blind zeal 
ſowen (uch ſeeds.but afterwards ſaw his errour and repented,& gave 
teſtimony of the truth of his repentance by 7 ety. co the ut- 
moſt of his power to reduce thoſe he had mifled,he openly declared 
that he had deneived them, and that he was ſore perplext for {0 dv- 
ing,and was willing to take any pains,or undergo any ſhame, that lie 
might reform them, but nothing he could fay or do would avail 
to undeceive them, but he was left to bemoan his {in to his dying 


. day; fo hard it is to cure Schiſm when once the Seeds have taken 


Root. Sometimes the fire of Schiſm blazes not outwardly, but 
{ſcems to be a little quenched; —m———_— it burns - inyardly 
more 
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more than appears, and upon occaſion breaks out againz yet there 
is ſome hopes by rhe blefſing of God this fire of diſcord may be 
quenched, and this is one means to do it,that the Miniſters beware 
of ſowing the Seeds of diviſion, that the Miniſtry be not blamed. 
6. The ſixth thing wherein a Miniſter of the Goſpel is apt to 
ive fence is, in the abuſe of his Chriſtian liberty z of ſuch offences 
Xt. Paul (peaks largely, Rom. 14. and 1 Cor. 10. the ſum of what he 
ſpeaks in both places amounts to thus much. That when any Chri- 
ſtian who hath free choice to do gr not to do a thing, which of it 
ſelf is lawful, yet knows that by not doing ic he ſhall offend no 
man, but by his doing it he knows he ſhall oftend his weak brother, 
by laying a ſtumbling block before him, or as the Apoſtle expreſ- 
ſes it by grieving his weak brother, Rom. 14. 15, (54Sa4%c of avarire) 
if thy brother be grieved with thy Meat; If in ſuch a caſe a Chri- 


ſtian, much more a Miniſter doth not forbear to uſe his Chriſtian - 


Liberty, he offends the rule of Charity z now ( ſaith{the Apoſtle ) 
walkeſt thou not Charitably, deſtroy not him with thy meat for 
whom Chriſt died. Chriſt hath purchaſed a Liberty for his peo- 
ple, and bids them ſtand faſt in it, bur ic muſt, be uſed for a 
Cloak of maliciouſneſs, as St. Perer ſpeaks, 1 Per. 2. 16. As free. not 
uſing your liberty (os ranxavuud Tis xgxis) for a Cloak or cover of wickgd- 
neſs, but as the Servants of God, If we conſider the precedent verſes 
ro which theſe words have an apparent reference, we ſhall ſee 
what particular the Apoſtles aims at in this prohibition, the words 
in the 13, 14, 15. verſes are theſe; Submit your ſelves to every Ordi- 
wance of man ( that is, toevery power lawfully conſtituted ) for the 
Lords ſake, whether it be to the King as Supream, or unto GovernourR 
5 wiito them that are ſent by him, for the puniſhment of evil doers, and 
for the praiſe of them that do 'well, for fo is the Will of God, that mith 
well doing ye may put to ſilence the ignorance of fooliſh men, is that, of 
ſuch men as ſpeak evil of the Chriſtian Faith, as if ir principled the 
Profeſlors thereof to be refractory againſt humane Laws, or difo- 
bedient to Governours, then follow theſe words, As free, aud zot 
»/ing your Liberty for aCloak of maliciouſneſs-(or as the word (waia;) 
hgnifies, wickednels of any kind) by which is underſtood the wick- 
edneſs of diſobedience to Governors, (eeing the Apoſtle calls obe- 
dience to Governours well-dojng, and impoſ=d on them by the will 
of Godzule not your Liberty to countenance the leaſt diſobedience 


to Governours in Families, Church or State. I chought fit coopen - 


theſe two places of Scripture more plainly, becauſe the former doch 
moſt tavour the popular way of arguing and hath been made uſe 4 
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by many as a Vail or Cloak of Separation, the Truth is, the beſt 
and molt ancient Writers thought it to be only an aR of of Apoſto- 
lical care for ſuch weak and ſickly ones as he there ſpeaks. of; and 
therefore ſuch as pervert, corrupt, or deny the Faith may not make 
uſe of it, nor expe& ſuch compliances, leſt it confirm them in 
their error, and encourage others to the diſturbance of the Church. 


* This is certain that true charity to mens Souls. will cauſe all men to 


abſtain from ſuch ations as are purely indifferent in themſelves,and 
no way enjoyned by authority, and rather than pradtiſe any thi 
that may cauſe another to commit fin, to deny themſelves the x, 
of their Chriſtian Liberty. | 

Thelatter Text I have opened hath not been ſo well underſtood 
in the Coherence as it ought, and becauſe many have pretended 
their Chriſtian Liberty, noc only as a Cloak to excuſe, but as a 
ſhield to juſtify their diſobedience to lawfull Authority,the Scribes 
and Phariſees made ule of it ro-coyer all the affronts and Lim er 
they ated toivards Chriſt, and we know the Gaoſticks rtade uſe - 
of it to cover the vilelt principles and practices, and asno doftrine 
is more pleaſant than that of Chriſtian Liberry, ſo none hath been 
more abuled to the ſcandal both of theGoſpel and the Profeſſors of 
it. The example of 01rLord to this purpoſe is confiderable,yho when 
he was demanded to pay tribute, did not make ule of his" Liberty 
0 exempt hin from Obedience to Authority, but works a Mira- 
cle to pay his Tax, and it was upon this ground, Marth. 17. 27. 
Norwith/tanding left we ſhould give them offence, &C. | 

Tho' he was free, and the power Tyrannical, yet leſt he ſhould 
Miniſter any matter af offence, to thoſe in Authority, or give any © 
example to others eo. do ſo, he will deny his Liberty, and ſure all 
forts of Chriſtians, eſpecially Miniſters, ought to follow this bright 
example, be, very careful leſt they ſhould abuſe their Liberty. by 
taking 'it a Cloak for their diſobedience to Authority,and if great 
care be not taken herein, they will not only give an offence to 
their lawful Superiours, to Whom it is the Will of God men ſhou}4 
yield Obedience, but to Equals and Inferiors alſo, in whom they 
Will aouriſh the Seeds of diſobedience, hardning them in their re- 
fraCtorineſs, and framing cheir Spirits. unto that crookednelſs and 
ſubboraneſs, which the eorrupt.nature of man is too much inclin- 
ed to,” { thar is to ſay.) rather to follgw his own _will and fancy, 
than to obey the Wiſdom.and Authority of any Governours in Fa- 
milies, Church or State's | 

7. : The [eventh chivp wherein : Miniſter is liable above others 
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to vive offence is, in his words and ſpeeches of private communi- 
cation and diſcourſe, when he 'grofly offends againſt thoſe holy 
rules of ſpeaking preſcribed in Gods Word, and to be carefully 


- obſerved by all Chriſtians,mach more by Miniſters, whoſe Tongues 


ould be as Trees of Life,and whole Lips ſhould feed many. Mini- 
Motos ſubject to infirmiries, and to temptations as well as others, 
and they have many eyes upon them to ſpy ont, aggravate and pub- 
liſh their faults, and therefore have need more than others,” to pur- 
poſe with King David, that their Mouth ſhall n't offend; and to take 
heed to their ways, that they offend not with their Tongue. 'P/al. 
39. 1. Their private diſcourſe ſhould be Spiritual, ever {avouring 


of Holineſs, aud endeavouring to inſtill ſome ſutable and ſeaſon- 


able good into all as occaſion ſerves z many have been won to a 
love of Religion by ſach pious diſcourſes as have dropt occaſionally 
from the mouths of ſome Miniſters. But when the Miniſters dif- 
courſe is corrupt and hath nothing in it, which is good tothe uſe of 
edifying, as when their words are idle,vain, frothy, and impertinent, 
or proud, haughty and ſcornful, or full of bicterneſs, ſpight and 
malice, or are earthly, ſenſual and deviliſh, or when they fow dif- 
cord, ſtrife and contention, by tale-bearing and defaming, or 
when there is any filthineſs, or fooliſh talking, or jeſting in their 
ſpeeches, which are not convenient, and molt of all when they 
are. noted for common Swearers, Curſers, or Blaſphemers, and in 
brief; all words which are within the compaſs of & Apoſtles re- 
proaf and caution, 1 Cor, 15. 33. Be'not deceived Evil Communicati- 
015 corrupt Good Manners, whatſoever ſpeeches do either bewray 
bad manners in the ſpeaker, or corrupt Good Manners in the 
hearers, are offenſive to God and all good men. | 
To be: guilty of ſuch Tongue Evils isbad enough in private 
Chriſtians, but worſe in a Miniſter and where ever it is, it argues 
two things diſmal to | confider. *1., A' corrupt filthy heart, yea 
that corruption is very ſtrong in the heart, ſeeing it hath got che 
command of the Tongue, Marth. 12. 34. It argnes the hovufe is full 
of ſmoak within, when it breaks out at the Doors and Wintflozys, 
the Heart is the Houſe where good and evil dwells, and the 
Mouth is as the door by which it vents it ſelf, for out of the abun- 
"ance of the Heart the Mouth ſpeaks. | Lo 
2. That the Religion of ſuch is nothing worth, Fam. 1, 26. 1f 
any man among you ſeem to be Religious and bridleth not his Tongue, but 
deceiverh his own heart ; this mans Religion is vain : His Faith, his 
Hope, all his ſuppoſed Graces, and all the pains he has Fake in 
| $.. Trae | uties, 
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duties is vain, ..and ofno'efteR, in point of acceptation with God. 
here, or-Salvation hereafter, the man of God malt carefully avoid 
this offence, leſt the Miniſtry be blamed, | 
8. The eighth ching wherein a Miniſter is liable to give offence 
is, in his vicious Jife and. converſation; this in all Chriſtians of 


- what rank or degree ſcever is an offence, but much greater in a 


Miniſter, becauſe that if his Doctrine be nor as corrupt as his man- 
ners, he muſt needs condemn himſelf.out of his own mouth, Rom. 
2.21,-22, 23,' Thou therefore that teacheſt angther, teacheſt thou nor 


and wrath to all Atheiſts, Epicures, Drankards, Hypocrites and 
Profane perſons, who. live in the omiſſion of known duties, and 
in the comtiifſhon of kgown fins, art thou an Infidel, an, Atheiſt, 
2 Diſtmbler, an-ungodly Wrecch, and livelt ina ſtate of Witk- . 
edne(s > Doſt thou exhort_others to put on the whole Armour of 
God, that *they may be able to refiſt and conquer the, World, the 
Fleſh, and all the Infernal Powers of Darkneſs, and doſt chou pur 
on .the whole Armour of Satan, Acheiſin, Unbelief, Misbeltef, 
Spiritual Pride, Hypocriſy, Avarice, avd other Hellith ſins, and 


- upon occaſion fight Satans Battles againſt God and Goodneſs ? and 


thus it” may be faid of any duty rhat ſuch Preach to others, but 
will aot #3&cife it themſelves. © | 

is Cace is ſogroſs and viſible, that it renders the Miniſtry, 
very odious, Hopbni and Phinehas being ſcandalous in their Lives, 
made good and- bad to abhor the Sacrifice . of the Lord. If rhe. 
Salt have loft its ſavour, it's good for nothing but the Dunghill, ( cujus 
vita deſpicitur, reſtat ut cjus dottrina contemnatur ) truth it ſelf lo- 
ſeth ſome. of its credit whe it's taught by one that hath none, a 
foul blot. in a Miniſters Converſation will pafs for a confutation 
of his ſoundeſt Doctrine, (vita Clericorum, eff Evangelium Laicorum) 


peopk are led more by example than by precept, and will give 
be HELI n more 
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* ſelves, but when they hear or ſee a Mini 
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more credit to what they ſee, than to what they hear. To be Hea- 
venly\in Doctrine, and Hellith in Life, or to be a Saint' in che 
Temple and a Beaſt in the Tavern, is ſo great an offence that none 
can for thame Parronize' or plead for” ahy that are guilty of ir. 
The charge laid to ſuch of old, was Mad. 2. 8. ye are departed ont of 
che way; ye have cauſed many to ftumble at the Law, When Mini- 
ſters depart out of rhe way of Goſpel Ordinances and Scripture Ho- 
lineſs, they cauſe many to ſtumble not only ar Religion, bur ar 
the Law it ſelf, and at all the means appointed ro twake them oe: 

py, for why ſhould arty Miniſter think chat his Exhortation' ſhou 
prevail with znorher that hath no.influence upon himfelf> Or that 
he thould perſvade othtrs'to practiſe what hEregards ncr ? St. Pau? 
ave good advice-to-this purpoſe, I Tim. 4.16: Take heed r0 'thy 
ſelf,and unto thy Dofrine ; the former is as neceſſary as the latter the 
careleſs, looſe negle& of himſelf would be ſure to frufrrate the de- 
ſienof his Dorine, which was both to ſave” himſelf and thoſe 

chat heard him. ” WETED 26:96 
Bur if there were nothing elfe to take Miniſters aſhamed of giv- 


' ing this kind of offence, this one” confideration were ſufficient, 


That thoſe who are guilty of the ſame or greater evils, will loath 


- and abhar:themin Miniſters. There is never a HeRoring Atheiſt, 


nor voluptuous Epicure, nor filthy Sodomire, or Swearing Ruth- 
an, who.makes a mock at the moſt tiotorious wickedhets in .chem- 
er treading it rheir ſteps, 
ſpeaking in their Diale, , and following their Example, will ffar- 
tieand be amazed as if they had ſeen ſome” Prodigy, and how 
much ſoever they may ſeem to be pleaſed with'their Company 'in 
their Health, yet cannot endure their preſence when they are con- 
fined to their Sick-beds, they at all times ſcorn 'and deride them 
in their Hearts, and at ſome times they abhor their preſence. Mi- 
niſters have Souls, as well as others, and are” bound by flricer 
Rules than others to be holy in Lip and Life, and to be an Exam- 
ple ro theirFlock,and they ought to be as careful of their Salvation 
and as fearful of their Damnation as other Met. , Bur when they 


preach one thing to Mens Ears, and atiother ro their Eyes, when _ 


they profeſs that they know God, but in works they (deny hitn, 
and inſtead of being Exainples of Vettye akd, Piety they become 
Examples of Vice and Impiery, then they highly.provoke God, de- 
clare themſelves Graceleſs, grieve good Men, harden bad Men, 
and give a juſt offence to all Men : See what the God of Heaven 
faith to ſach Preachers; P/al. 50. 16, to the-end. What Maſt thou to 

Ag 
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: do to declare ( or preach) my Statutes, or that thau "FM my 


Covenant into thy Mouth ? Seeing thou hateſt Inſtraftion and Ccaſteſt my 
words behind thee. As it God ſhould fay to ſuch, either live as thou 
preacheſt, ar leave off preaching. 

9.-The ninth thing wherein a Miniſter is liable to give offence, 
is, inthe matter of his Doctrine, when it is not according to the 
Word of God, which is the Rule of Truth, and the great ſubject 
ofall ſound preaching. Our Saviour himlelf preached no other 

ine, than what his Father commanded him, and the Doarine 
which the Apoſtles were to preach, and all Nations were to ob- 
ſerve, was, all things whatſoever Chriſt commanded them. And 
St. Paul did at once ſhew both his fincerity to God, and fidelity to 
Mens Souls when he (aid, 1 Cor. 11.23. For 1 have received of the 
Lord, that mbich alſo I delivergd to you ; he had neither through baſe 
fear under-ſpoken, nor through haughty pride over-{poken, what 
he had received, but had declared anto them the whole counſel of * 
God, without any addition to it, or ſubſtragion from it, 

But when Miniſters preach another Doctrine, which neither 
Chriſt, nor any of his Apoſtles ever taught, nor the Ghurch of God | 
ever received, or when they ſo pervert or nalreppetent the Gof{ pe | 
that all ( except the Text ) is in effect another Goſpe], when they 
preach Lying Divinations, falſe Viſians, and the vigorous Impulles 
of their own Spirits, and cry them wy tor the Dicares and Illumi- 
nations of the Holy Ghoſt, as the fal Prophets did, or when they 
preach for Doctrine the Commandments of Men, as the Phariſees 
did. Or when they preach diverſe and rangs Dogrines I mean 


diverſe from, or ſtrange-to all, or any part 0 Word, or When 
they preach DoArines of Devils, thatis ſuch Dodtrines as the De- 


vil ſuggeſts and agproves of : Or when inſtead of preaching the Faich 
once ( and'but once) delivered (not always delivering ) unto the 
Saints, they broach, ſer on foot, or reyive damnable and condem- 
ned Hereſies contrary to the Faith, ſubverting the-Souls of ſuch as 
they ſhould edifie, cauſing them not only to err from the Faich, 
but to be reprobate concerning it, tillat laſt they utterly deny it. 
This.is the.greateſt and moſt dangerous offence that can be given 
by any Miniſter of the Goſpel ; yer { Good God !) how little 
have many feared to do it in all Ages? This is no ney thing, for as 
the apoſtle (peaks, 1 Cor. 11.19. There muit be 4/0 Herefies among 
yu; as 1n all Ages paſt, preſent,.and to come, God hath had, hath, 
and will have a Church who ſhall worſhip him aright, and walk 


bgfore him in uprightns(s, fo in chis Chugch there have been, Fe 
anc 
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-and muſt be dangerous Errors, and Damnable Herefies, that ir 
may be known who are ſincere, and have the Root of the matter 
in them, and who are falſe and fickle in the Truth. Tho the be- 
 ingof Hereſie is a great Evil. yet it muſt be, as ſerving to try 
good Men, and to diſcover ſuch as are bad. But if ſach offences 
mult be, woe to that Man by whom they come, it had been becrer 
for him that a Milſtone had been hanged abour his Neck, and thac 
he had been caſt into the Sex better his Breath had been ſtopr, 
than that he ſhould be made the Inſtrument to Breathe upon, and 
Infe& others with the Poyſon of Herefie. Better he had been 
ſunk into the bottom ofthe Sea than chat he ſhould fink himſelf, 
and others ( that hear and believe him ) into the bottom of Hell. 

This offence how light ſoever it may ſeem to ſome, is far wore 
than any of the former, yea far worſe than the ſcandal of a lewd, 
and vicious Life and Converſation 3; and that upon thefe follow- 
ing Conſiderations. 

1.+Becauſe the ſcandal of a lewd, and looſe Life in a Miniſter, 
is ſo groſs and viſible that the weakeſt Chriſtian may ſee and a- 
void it, even a Child may ſee and avoid adeep flow, ( ſuch is ths 
{ſcandalous Life of a Miniſter ) when he ſees a clear path, where- 
in he may move more ſafely ; Herelie is like a deep Pit, covered 
over with green Clovers, 'one would at the firſt ſight think ir the 
neareſt, and cleaneſt way, and ſo may eafily fall 1nto_ ir, and be 
{wallowed up init. The Eyes of Sence, and bare Reaſon can ea- 
fily diſcern and fly from a Miniſter Drunk wich Wine or ſtrong 
Drink, but there muſt be Eyes of Faith to diſcern, and fly from a 
Miniſter who is Spiritually Drunk with Erroneous and Heretical 
Opinions, Herefie is ſpun with ſo finea Thread, that few can 'dif- 
cover it- = | 

2. The ſcandal of Evil Converſation in a Miniſter, doth uſually 
ſtay it ſelf in narrow Bounds, ſpreading no farther than he is known, 
or the Report flies, but the ſcandal of Hereſte ſuddenly takes wing, 
and flies from Ext to Weſt, from North to South, and never reſts, 
untilit hath diſplay'd ic (elf from one|/Town, City, and ':ountrey, 
to another, throughout the whole World planted with Chriſti- 
anity. 94 L407 Vie 

3. The ſcandal of aLewd Life is ſo notorious that it cannor eafily 


be either excuſed or juſtihed, it's rare'to find any fo vile as to ſtand 


up in the defence of his Drunkenneſs, Fornication. Adultery, 
Thievery, Extortion, or' any ſuch notorious wickednef(s;/ even 
Nacure it (elf bluthes ar the difcovery, and hath not a word*to fay 


u 4 
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in the juſtification of ſuch Vices. But Hereſfie makes Impudent, 
and is ready not only to excuſe, but to juſtifie the moſt Spiritual 
Wickednelſs 3 Elimas the Sorcerer a Man full of all Subtilty and 
Miſchief, a Child of the Devil, an Enemy of all Righteouſneſs, 
and one that ceaſed not to pervert, corrupt and miſinterprer-the 
right ways of the Lord, As 12: 10. yet juſtified himſelf in the 
Face of St. Pawl, and nothing on this fide a Miraculous Judgmene 
God upon him, could put a ſtop to his wickedneſs. St. Paul 
diſcovers a ſort of Hererical and Diabolical Preachers under this 
CharaQter, 1 Tim. 4. 2. Speaking Lies in Hypocriſie, having their 
Ir m__—_ nt ke an _ m_ p The copper they preached was 
e, and they tſpake it with a falſe Heart, might pre-' 
tend Conſcience, tho*'it was cauterized; '. Pi 4a 
4. The ſcandal ofa Vicious Life ina Miniſter is much more ea- 
fie to remove ; the ordinary power and exerciſe of Eccleſiaſtical 
Diſcipline, vigilantly and duly Adminiſtred; may by Gods Bleffin 
remove ſuch a ſcandal, and either cure, or cut off the Aurhor 
it from the Church; bar the ſcandal 'of Hereſie is ſo ſtrong and po- 
tent,” that all ordinary means are too weak to ſuppreſs it, when it's 
ſprung up and upon the Wing : This hath been a cure undertaken 
| by Synods and General Councils, and many times even their Au- 
| Rooky hath been too weak to ſecure the Neck of this Hjdra from 
* heading again. , - 
What is faid concerning the feandal of. a Vicious Life in Mini- 
ſters will excuſe me frorp having the leaſt deſign to exrenuare ir, - 
by what is here (aid concerning the ſcandal of Herefie. Yet if a- 
ny be ainbitious to' know what my defigns were in this point. 
1. It was to ſhew the greatneſs of the ſcandal of Herefie, that all 
might beware of it, and ſtand up in their or againſt it, as the 
moſt pernicious and deſtructive Evil both to Church and State. 
And, 2. Togivea check to rhat prepoſterons Zeal of ſome Perſons 
whoare ſevere beyond the Bounds of Chriſtian Charity and Com- 
paſſion in puniſhing the ſcandal of Vicious Lives in Miniſters, yet 
at the ſametime caii permit, '(or connive at) the ſcandal of Here- 
fie, which is far more deftruRtive to Religion, to the peace of the 
Church, and x (hy of _ ny _ or Sp piled) 
Zeal is that which hates { as it t » Poyſon of Toads, but 
cheriſhes and nurſes the Poyſon of Serpents and Adders? Who 
would have all Toads utterly deſcroyed, but would have Serpents 
and Adders preſerved alive, where as one Serpent with his Poy- 


fonons Sting, is able todo more [-—_ than a Thouſand Toa K 
| Ic 


( 4a): 


Ic would make one to tremble to think what, an account thoſe 
( who wereclothed with power in Church and State ) will be a- 


* ble co give, for ſuffering ſuch Serpents and Adders to crawl a- 


bout, not only in'coraers and Hedge-rows, but publickly in the 
open Streets and Markets, yea ang in Pulpits and publick Congre- 
gatipns, to the diſgrace not only of our Religion, and diſturbance 
of our Peace, but ro the hazard of Damnation to many thouſand 


Souls. . If thoſe who are Heads in Families, Church and State, 


be gailcy of all the wickedneſs they might have prevented or re- 
moved, by putting forth their power to punith and protect accord- 
ing to their Duties in their Places. what a fearful account will ma- 
ny be ableto. give that have ate ſtill-with power in their Hands, 


and ſuffered ſuch Villany in Principles and Practices, , as hath tend- 


ed to bring all true Religion to the Block. But leave ſuch Gal- 
lios in the State, and. Laodicears in the Church to anſwer him who 
gave them power 04 expected they would have employed it for 
him, not againſt him, and. let 

pel as ever they, will be ableto ſee Cl ( 

they beware of broaching 05 revivingany Damnable or Condemn- 
ed Hereſie, that the Mimſtry be not blamed. _. 

10. The laſt thing I ſhall Name wherein a Miniſter of the Goſ- 
pel is liable to give oboe js 10 the manner of his officiating, when, 
. he conforms not tothe Rule given by St. Peter, 1 Per,,4. 11, If a- 

ny Man ſpeak, let him ſpeak-as the Oracles of God ; be. £not-only 
. ſpeak Oracles for the matter; but in fucha manger as, becomes luck 
Divine and Heavenly Records. Same preath Chriſt.oxt pf envy aild 
firiſe, and ſome of good will, Phil. 1.15, They both preact 
but not from the ſame Principles, nor in the ſame manner, nor to 
—_—__ DE bac Head bur def 2h yy 
t wereeaſte toenlargeupon this Head, butT delign brevity,and 
ſhall only ſuggeſt in few words wherein. an oflence 
this way. : X 5þ. 2a 0 $6.2.5"-0 

i. When he doth not officiate with that plainne£,bath of words 
and method that becomes.an eng rey f yſteries, ; fit- 
ting his Diſcourſe to the Capacities of the Hearets,, and” gratifying 
their Memory by chuſing the moſt natural, and.plain method, in de- 
mo vi Sula to them, 1 IS ore : "nh par 

2. en he doth it not with that Truth. and Fidelity that be- 
corges a Steward Ong Houle, ed with Ne Trutts 
and precious Souls. * eo | 


3. Norwith that teades Aﬀetion gd Conopalio tha becarnes 


a Spi- 


us conjure all Miniſters of the Goſ- 
ee. Chriſt to their Comfort, that: 


ed Chriſt _. 


yr be given 
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2 Spiritual Father, and Careful Shepherd, h ; 

. Nor with that Wiſdom and Diſcretion, that bece 
as thould win Souls, and diſtinguiſh and make a TIPS mach 
Saints and' Sinners, and the degrees of both, that he may feed his 


Flock with ſuitable Food. 
5. Nor with that holy boldneſs which becomes a Soldier.in the 


' Campof Chriſt liſtedin his Baptiſm, wherein he took the Oarh 


of Supremacy and Allegiance, py wap 1 Chriſt his Supream 


' Head, and promiting ence to him, to þ_ os under his Ban- 
t 


ner, yet wants Courage to draw the Sword of the Spirit, 
counter theSins'of the Times and. Places where he {anky Kory ting 


faint-hearted Souldier fliesto ſome Garriſon or Harbour for ſate- - 


ty and ſhelter. 
6. Nor ſo zealouſly and fervently as becomes one who ſhould 


bea baraing and ſhining Light to. all -abont him, ard ſhould ſay 
with his Saviour, The Zexl of thing Honſe heth eaten me up. | 
Laſtly, When he is more coricerned about, Humane Traditions, 
than about Divine Revelation, and more Zealoys for Qurlides and 
Forms of Worſhip, than for the Infides and Power of it; and 
preſſes Conformity and Obedience to doubtful and diſputable Ce- 
remonies, with more vigour, than Conformity to the moſt cer- 
rain, ſolid and uncontroverted Truchs,and Bodily Woxthip, which 
profits lirtle, with' more. earneſtneſs than Godlineſs which is pro+ 
freable for all things. -1 am-verily perſwaded that the Ceremo- 
nies themſelves uſed in our Church, were not ſo offenſive co many 
well-meaning Chriſtians as tohave chem preſſed Rene heat, 
than'ſuch Truths as ate Efſential and abſolutely neceſſary to the ve- 
y Being of Chriſtianicyz chus is.certain, that to. bottom Religious 
Workiip, vpon Hamane Authority, is ;in effect to: blot out the 
Creed, 'and to live by ſence. + 1 | 
There are many other ways might-have ' been- named, wherein 
2 Miviſter may give offence, inthe manner of his officiacing, bur 
cheſe may ſuffice ; wenow come briefly to apply it, 1, To the Mi- 
niſters, 2. To the People | = , 
1, To the Miniſters in general, | they are all Chriſts Deputies, to 
reduce men to the obedience of the Ay it concerns them all 
from the higheſt to the loweſt, to. fer their heads, hearts, and 
hands to this duty, and by how much the more any are entruſted 
with a, fuller: ſhare, and higher degree of the Miniſtry, or doth 
more' etminenely ſucceed St. 4 inthe Dignity of his Office, by 


"- 
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ſo much the more they ought to follow hisexample and tread in 
his ſteps 3 and here I would (in a humble wanrer } addreſs my ſelf 
to the Fathers and Governours of our Church, hoping they will 
entertain a modeſt freeneſs of Speech with an hearty welcome. 

To you more is given, and from you more is requiredz To you 
it belongs not only to give no offence, ghat the Miniſtry be not 
blamed ; But alſo to reſtrain and ſuppreſs, (by your authority) the 
offences given by others. It ſufficednot old £15, that he was agood 
man himſelf, the Scripture lays no ſcandal upon his perſonal con- 


verſation, but it wasfcandal enough in him,: that having authority 


he reſtrained not his'wicked Sons. You will give offence and the 
Miniſtry will be blamed, if you do not uſe your utmoſt- power to 
take them away. Suffer me toallude to the Speech of our Saviour, 
Math, 13. 41. The Son of man ſhall ſend forth his Angels, and the 
ſhalt gather out of his Kingdom ( mi]em onindzas ) all ſcandals, or al 
things that offend; ye who are the Fathers and Governours of our 
Church are called-by St. Foh» Angels $3 and as Chriſt makes uſe of 
Angels by nature,ſo he makes uſe _— who areAngels byCalling, 
and Title, to gather out-of his Kin (or Church) on Earth, all 
dals and offences that diſturb the Church,overthrow the Faith 
and hazard mens Souls. F 
Tt muſt be confeſt onr ſcandals and offences are many,” wicked- 
neſs is growninſolent, and fo far as is poſſible bids defiance to all 
Law, yet by the bleſſing of God in the uſe of ſutable means, there 
is yet hopes, that offences may be either cured or cut off, eſpecial- 
ly if perſons in places of Power, had but one Text of Scripture en- 
graven upon their hearts, and would practiſe it themſelves, and 
commend it to others, Pſal. 96: 9. The Zeal of thine houſe bath eaten 


all theſe capacities the Zeal of. Gods houſe, Gods Ordinances, and 
Gods Worſhip had eaten him up,or devoured him,ſo that the chief- 
_eſt of his thoughts, deſires, and endeavours, did all run that way. 
When our Lord and Saviour was upon Earth he twice purged 
his Fathers houſe from abuſes, he could not bear-it to ſee his Fa- 
hers Houſe made a houſe of Merchandize, -anda Den of Thieves ; 
and as he was teſtifying his Zeal-in reforming what was emis, 
this Text was brought to mind, Joh. 2. 17. his Diſciples remembred. 
that it was written, The Zeal of thine Houſe bath-eaten me up, q 
When ever Providence ſhall order our higheſt and moſt honour- 
able Court of Parliament ( together with'our right reverend Sy- 
pod ) to aſſemble ro gonſule the affairs of our Chyrch, and njgke 
pypviſion 


me « en was not only aChriſtian,but aKing,ahd; aProphet,and in 
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proviſion for the removing of ſcandals, and ſetling it in the power 
and purity of Religion, let the ſame Holy Spirit that brought this 
Text to their minds bring it to, and faſten it upon the minds of 
every one of- them, 'The Zeal of thine Houſe hath eaten me. up, . 

Then there would be ſuch Laws ſpeedily made, openly proclaim- 
ed; and impartially executed, as. would promote the intereſt of 
true Religion, and.our Church would ſoon become beautiful as 
Tirzah, comely as feruſalem and terrible as an Army with Banners, 
Cant. 6. 4: Then dividing. Sonlmaaces, the turbulent Here- 
rick, and all the incorrigible Sons of Belial, whoſe inward parts 
are very wick -would be either. cured, or cut off, to the ter- 
ror of evil doers, and the praiſe of them that do well. | 

Then every a Head of a family would a& the part' of a Foſtus, 
and every Miniſter would be a- Baptiſt revived, and every Ma- 
giſtrate,whether chief or ſuborginate,would ſtand up in their places, 
to ſer up true! Religion, where it is not, to defend it where 
it is, and to reform. itwhere it is corrupted. 

Then our Church would flouriſh inits Revenues, in its Ordi- 
nances and in its true Worſhippers, and be no longer toſſed abour 
with every Wind of Doctrine, but be ſetled in truth againſt errour, 
in ay againſt diviſion, and in peace againſt Enemies. 

p this ſeems to bethe fitteſt time, and moſt hopeful junQure 


for this great wark, upon theſe conſiderations. 

x. Our own-experience of the woful effects of Diviſions, in Fa- 
milies, Church and State. 1 | 

2. The Providential works of God. in taking away, and re- 
money the chief-Stumbling Block, which lay in the way vf our © 

trtiement, b& 4 | | ; | 
'-- 3. : Our. agreement.:in.the ſubſtantial and fundamental parts of 
Rel; gian;We all;own the Bible m_n che Standard of our Religions 
The Creed :is the: ſam of all our. Faith, the Lords Prayer is the 
ſam of all our defires;; and the Ten Commandments as given and 
explained by our Mediator, are-the ſum of our practice. - 

Our —_—_ os about {rxomogies, and Tama wa ſach 
as the Croſs in-Bapti{m,; kneeling /at-the Lords SUpper, .2Ow1ing t0- 
wards the Altar,and ſuch like Geſtures and Garbs all which are buc 
trifles:if compared with thoſe efſemial garts wherein, we are agreed. 

Ask'a-gifted brother why he undertakes the. publick.; Preaching 
of the bar without a call ?: The anſwer of his Tongue would be, 
that he doth not refuſe Ordination upon any account, but: that in 


Conſcience he cangort ſubmit to the Ceremonies FAARTEON : 


& 
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Ask ſuch asare ordained why they Preach in Private - Houſes, 
and draw away hearersfrom the 'Charch ? they will anfwer, that 
they muſt Preach the Goſpel, elſe wo co them, and they - may [not 
come into'the Church without Confornticy, which in' Conſcience 
they cattaot/do.  Ask the' People that follow ſuch, why:they leave 
cheir own Miniſter and Pariſh Charch,:co go to fome Private 
Houſe to hear a Stranger ? and whether their own Miniſter be not 
as able to' deliver and defend the Truth; -as thoſe they follow? 
The Anſwer will be various, ſome perhaps will ſay their Miniſter 


is 2 man} of & lewd-life, or weelk parts, but the chief cauſe will, be 


this,” that he reads'ſo mich oe. the ServiceiBook; \and; uſes fo 
many Ceremonies, and is ſo Canonical,” and Superitimous/ that we 
fear he hath a Pope in his Be)ly. £ 029: In | p 

Ask ſome why they never adminiſter the Sacraments? And o- 
thers why they bring not their Children to holy Baptiſm,nor come 
themſelves tothe holy Communion They will fa t 
2 good Conlcience do thefe by reafon of the Surplice; :the Croſs itn 
Baptiſm, and Kneeling ar the 'Sacrament,- and ſome will not ſtick 
ro call the whole of Clurch Worthip Rags of Rome, and Relicks 
of Idolatry, &c. | ; 

Let a Conformiſt put off his Garb, and go to a Private meeting 
where he isnot known, 'an4 Preach the ſame” Sermon there, he 
had before done ia the Chuxych, the ſame Sermon thar- was ſlight- 
ed inthe Church, ſhall be highly eſteemed ina Conventicle: /By all 
which it appears that our differences are not in Fundamentals 
Subſtantials, but in Ceremonies and Accidents. 

And if the Wiſdom of our Law-makers, do find out a way, that 
nothing be impoſed but things neceſſary, ſuch as no man can ſcru- 
ple whoſe Confcience keeps within the bounds:.of »Moralicy';. and 
what they impoſe be univerſal, aalt the penalcies annexed: tbe. im- 
partially executed, there is- 0 IO bucour diſpates about 
trifles will ſoon vaniſh ; and no dividing Schiſmatick, nor : zealous 
formaliſt woald have ſhelter under the ſhadow of theſe  Ceremo- 
nies to divide us'any more, eſpecially if-our Governours will out 
of their great Charity gratify ſuch as have- been mifled wich ſome 
compathonate accommodation, Canon 34. ' - p169]/ 4 eff; arte 

Perhaps this freenefs of h may 'contrae a wrinkle-npon 
ſome forehead, and I = eem to give offence, while -T ſpeak 
againſt it, To fmooth ſuch, and clear: my {elf from fugicion, I 
have this to fay. 


r. That Iamfar from thinking the Fathers and Governours of 
| our 


[ x 
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as Chucky ſtand in need of any thing I can ay to mind them of 
ir duty. | | 

2, But what T have (aid is for the ſakes,of the People, that they 
may ſee we live not under ſuch a {4 —— power; but that we 
have freedom with modeſt confidence to ſpeak our zeal and 
good affection for 'the welfare of ur Church, according to our 
own apprehenſions of things, -and that there js-in our Governours, 
not only a Patience, but a willing readineſs, yea perhaps a joy to 
hoor (0p 6 — —— _— 

3. If therefore I have preſumed, Ris upon the grea f their. 
Wiſdoms, the ſweetneſs, of their Charity, and the Sincerity of my 
own good meaning. '-And as Fob ( A great Prince ) did not de(- 
piſe his:Servants, when they contended with him, no 'more will 
they deſpiſe the meaneſt of their Servants ſpeaking the words of 
nz ang ſoberneſs. ar, _ I = _ —_— near = 

ink 0 umption, and peak. a words to thoſe of my 0 
order in th Mnlry, (i 1.07 SET 2173 41 wy '; 

' » 4-1 Reoerend Brethren. . 1, 470 Mo 9 

2. The Miniſtry wherein we ſerve our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is a 
{erviceeven to (wearing/(: as the Greek word ſignifies) and it will 
colt us forme '{wear'to 1aright, itis 2 work, 2Divine and 
Heavenly work; a 'wopk full of labour, and'difficult co perform: It 
will take up fotne:of oursdimetoundetſiand it, -bur” more of our 
ftady-ate care to! practife- ic; 'wie canno deriy;/but muſt confels. it is 
the durys bf .every ong'of us, yerto confeſs it our duty:andnot ro 
practiſe it,” is in-efeq-ro:deny it.! Ti/T. 16.' and ro declare our 
{elves tobe pradtical-Atheifts. Whatremains now but that 'we ſec 
our ſelves (criouſly-to the udy, and: practice of this duty, of giving | 
no offence in any of thoſe things I have named,or in any other, that» 
the Minifiry be notblamed 7": And contider how many things do. 
atonce callus £6: thisdhty.: 3 91 ani?! 

_. 4/Therhbnour off Chrift our Lordand Saviour, which - hath 
been blaſted with ſo many Heretical and bold Blaſphemies. ' 

2. The honour of the' Proteſtant Religion, which hath been 

L pow by. many Doctrines' and pradtices, contrary to its true 
rinciples- 77 a I | [3:71 # 32 21961 
5 3 |< le of the true Miniſtry of che Church -of: England, 
which hath beenclouded with ſuch contempt; and ought to be fo 
dear-and precious tous.” - ; 
i 2.-\4.' Thehealingof the Wounds and Breaches, wich which our | 
4 Chyech hath bled;. and which. yet are not well cloſed. a 
4 0 by: 
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: The Ripening of that happy and hoped for ſettlement of our 
Church io fron, which is but yet in Bud and Bloſſom. 


6. The care of our own Souls, and the Souls of the People com- 
mitred ito our charge, for which we are to be accountable unto our 


Lord. | LIST Fl BERRY: 

7. The diſmal effeRs - that will follow upon the negle& of this 
duty, and that is, the Miniſtry will be blamed. A1l forts of wick- 
ed men will ( by way of biting cenſures, and ſcornful geſtures ) 
a&t the Momus upon the jt ef 

. 7. Then the politick and gractical Atheiſt,; who hath reſolved 
his Religion into Humane Laws, willemploy his wit and parts in 
calling into Queſtion, the Author, the Foundanon,: the Rule, the 
Principles and Practices of all Divine Religion,and with a-Tongue 
tuned by Satan, will call the Miniſtry, and all Miniſterial Offices, 
a humane contrivance, and the carrying on of.a trade. : 

2. Then the voluptuous Epicure, who makes his Belly his God, 
by making proviſion for the Fleſh to ſatisfy ( if poſſible ), the Luſes 
of it, will caſt Dirt upon the Miniſtry, andmake void the Law it 
ſelf to gratify his Lufts. © ©: 1 n !e, et 

3. Thenthe trurbuleat Enthuftaſt, whos givea up to believe a lye, 
wittcall the holyScripture a dead Letter,and pretend to have a light 
within, which hath caſta Vail-upon-all ſtated Worſhip, and nane 
need any other Preacher or: Scripture, than the Light within. 

4- Then the diſſembling partial Hypocrite, who neither ſeems 
what he is, nor is what ihe ſeems, willupen occafion turn bitter 
Enemy to that Miniſter and Miniſtry that.confronts his Lults. - 

5. Then the Zealous Formaliſt, whoſe Religion.is. only a -bodi- 
_ Worſhip made up of Cringes, Bows, Genuflections, and man- 
-nerly Geſtures. 4 £20173 S103 55 ' 

6, Then alſo the covetous Worldlings-whomindEarthly thin 
and whoſe inward thoughts are that their Houſes ſhall continue for 
ever, who mind, affe&t, and labour more 'for the things below, 
than for thoſe above, will do as the Phariſees did when our Savi- 
our told them that they could not ſerve God and Mammon,Lak.16. 
T3, 14. ( $5:wx7ieor ) they derided, or blew their Noſes at him ; 
thus all forts of wicked men will a& the 24omw upon the Miniſtry. 

3. Our next drift is to ſpeak a few words to the People. You ſee 
what a weighty duty lies upon the Miniſters, , and we are willing 
to ougatmoſt to perform it,yet we ſcarce know, how to ſer one foot 
forward in it, but when we have done our beſt to give no offence 
in any thing, offences will be taken, and got only we ſhall be 
- cenſured, but the Miniſtry will be blamed. his 
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This is nonew thing, but hath been the Lot of the beſt Mini- 
ſters that ever the Earth bore, yea our Lord. himſelf, the grear 
Preſident of preaching, who did noevil, nor was guile found in his 
Mouth, was not free from being reproached, and blamed, his Per- 
fon, his Breeding, his Education, his Kindred and Followers, his 
Doctrine and Miracles, were all ſpoken againſt, Heb. 12. 2. Con- 
fider him who endured ſuch contradiions of Sinners. He was ſtigma- 
tiz d with the odious Names of being a gluttonous Perſon, a Wine- 
bibber, a Friend of Publicans and Sinners, he was call'd a Liar, 
a Seducer, an Impoſtor, a Samaritan, a Devil, and an Enemy to 
Ceſar, his Offices of King, Prieſt, and Prophet, were all Blaſphem- 
ed, the Docrine he Taught was traduced as the Nonſenſical Bab- 
bleof a Rude and 1I!literate Perſon, and thoſe ſtupendious Mira- 
cles he pron to confirm the Truth were Cenſured to be the 
effe& of a. Black Confederacy he had with Hellith Powers, yet 
none now will have the Face to ſay that ever he gave any offence 
in any thing, or to any Perſon. 

By all which it's evident that theres a general Ronny and in- 
clination in all men by natare ( or ſo far as natural) to blame the 
Miniſtry, I will not juſtify my ſelf, nor any other, as altogether 
blameleſs, yet the readineſs, and forwardne(s of people to blame 
and traduce our Miniſtry, and us as Miniſters (as if they took a de- 
light to ſhoot their Arrows at ſuch Marks rather than at others ) 
may not only be a great fin, but may be a great hincerance to 
their Converſion here, and to their Salvation hereafter. 

And how ordinary and common fſoever it is for ſome to cenſure 
21] Miniſters, for the faults of ſome, and to wreſt their faults upon 
the Miniſtry it ſelf, yet never any got any benefit to himſelf by fo 
doing, nor did any good to others; and it were 2 vain thing for 
any to think they can pul! down, or baniſh the Miniſtry out-of the 
World,itisa Divine work,and muſt ſtand to the end of the World, 
and the Gates of Hel! ſhall not prevail againſt it, let Satan appear 
in what ſhape he will, in the Serpent, in the Dragon, in the Lion, 
or in an Angel of Light, and let all the wicked men on Earth 
joyn with him, yet all the combined policy and power of Men 
and Devils cannot efte&t it. Others have attempted this Hellith 
Work, who have had ſtronger Bodies, greater Eſtates, been 
mightier in Power, and longer Lived than any now can hope to 
attain to, have found by wofu! experience that none ever hardned 
themſelves againſt God and proſpered, Job 9.4. they have tound 
Woe and Wrath, Death and Damnation to be the end of fuch 
practices. H Where 
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Where there is ſuch a readineſs ro traduce the Miniſters, and 
blame the Miniſtry it argues want of three things. 

1. Want of Charity, for that thinkech no Evil, Charity will 

not ſuffer people either to accuſe, or receive an Acculſation againſt 
their Miniſters without undoubted proof, 1 75m. 5. 19. Againſt an 
Elder receive not an- Accuſation but before rwo or three Witneſſes, True 
Charity willnot Cenſure, except it hath God and his Law to war- 
rant it. 
2. Wantof Pity, and Compaſſion, people ought to pity their 
Miniſters upon many Accounts, eſpecially upon this that they. 
muſt live and die under the blame of many, chouzh they ule their 
utmoſt care and endeayour to give no offence in an« thing. 

2. Want of Honeſty and Juſtice, or not doing as chey would be 
done to, ſuppoſe there are ſome of thoſe who are. common Hear- 
ers of the Word, that live in an Atheiſtical contempt of Piety, or 
an obſtinate habit of Swearing, ora remorſeleſs Drunkenne(s, or 
2 Self-knowing-Hypocciſlie, or a Wilful Lying, or a vaſt unconſci- 
onableneſs in Dealings, or the like notorious Sins, would you take 
it well from your Miniſter to Cenſure you all for Atheiſts, com- 
mon Swearers, Drunkards, Hypocrites, Liars and Oppreſflors, or 
that they ſhould blame Chriſtianity it (elf, for the ſakes of ſome 
few, that verbally profeſs it, but will not praiſe it? You can- 
not but conclude that your miſcarriages do offend us, as much as 
ours can offend you, and if you would be offended at ſuch rath and 
uivarrntable Cenfures in us, why do you do to us what you can- 
not endure we ſhould do to you. The Text binds Miniſters to 
give no cftence in any thing, that the Miniſtry be not blamed, 
znd there is another Text binds you as fully to give no offence to 
any Perſon that Chriſtianity be not blamed, I Cor. 10. 32, Give 
r0ac offence, neither tothe Fews n'r to the Gentiles, nor to the Church of 
Ged,' Tis is ſpoken to all Chriſtians of what degree or quality (o- 
ever. If Miniſters be bound to read, to preach the Word. to 
pray, to adminitter the Sacraments, to live holy Lives, and to do 
all the Duties belonging to their Othce, ſure people are bound to 
joya with them, and to co their parts; ſeeing then you are liable 
in your places to give offence, as well as they, be ſo honeſt as to 
do as you would be done to. | 

What St. Paz {aid to the Charch of Corinth, when he was de- 
'gned to fend them a Preacher, he faith to all thoſe to whom Pro- 
vidence ſends ſuch a Teacher, 1 Cor. 16, 10. Now if Timotheus 
come, ſee that he be with you without fear, for he works the work of the 

| , Lord, 
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Lord, as T alſo do, His meaning in general is, ſee that you si 

him ſuch a reception, and ſuch a proteRion as is ſuitable be 
Perſon and Office, or more particularly ſee that he be with you 
without fear. 1. Of loling your preſence, do not forſake Timo- 
theus who hath both Ability and Auchority to work the Work of 
the Lord, and follow a Stranger that hath neither. 2. Of loling 
your Love and Reſpect, count him worthy of double Honour, ler 
him have a room in your Aﬀections, and eſteem him very highly 
for the Works ſake. 3. Of loſing your Prayers, that God would 
open to hima Door of utterance, that the Word of God may have 
free courſe and be glorified,” and that Timorheus may be delivered 
from unreaſonable and wicked Men, and diſcharge his Calling ſo, 
25to fave himſelf and thoſe that hear him, 4. Of lofing his La- 
bourz do not you by your unprofitableneſs and unfruitfulneſs cauſes 
your Miniſter to renew the complaints of the Prophets and Apo- 
{tles, Who hath believed our Report ? Or that he hath laboured in 
vain. 5. Of loſing your Protection, againſt all thoſe Enemies 
they meet with in the faichful diſcharge of their Duties, when Ti- 
-0theus cries aloud againſt the Sins of the Times and Places where 
he Lives, and lays the Axe to the Roots of Sin, he will put wick- 
ed Men into a fret, and fill them full of wrath and fury, and this 


will break out in doing what miſchief they can againſt him both 


by Tongue and Hand, then people ought in their Places like ſoma- _ 
ny good Obadiahs to protect them, and the Truths they deliver 
from the fury and rage of Implacable Enemies. 6. Of lofing- his 
Maintenance; when he hath done his utmoſt to feed your Souls,do 
not you force him to run into the World for a Livelihood, God 
hath ordained that they which preach theGoſpel ſhould live of the 
Goſpel, -1 Cor. 9. 14- and St. Pau! charges this upon all Chriſtians, 
Gal.6.6. Let him that is taught in the Word, communicate unto him 
that teacheth in all good things, ” : © 

Thus you ought to treat the Miniſters of Chriſt when they are 
ſent to you; to afford them your preſence, and your Ears, and 
ſome corner of your Memories is good, but not enough, for as the 
Meat in your Mouths will not nouriſh until it be taken down into 
the Stomach,no more will their Doftrine do you any good in your 
Ears, until it come into your Hearts ; the precious. Seed of Guds 


Word, will not grow in any Soil, but that of a good and honefr 


Heart, Marth. 13. 23. and ſuch Hearers we long for, that will 
not only hear thoſe holy Leflons we teach with their Ears but be- 
lieve them with their Hearts, __ practiſe them in their Liyes. 

2 | 
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Clergy is ſuch gs may move all good Chriſtians to thaukfulneſs, 
and ſuppoſe hefe and there one may be. pickr out from amongſt 
us, who openly and ſhamefully contradict the Dodtrine they preach 
by their Lewd and Scandalous Lives, yer a pious Soul (by hearing 
ſuch preach in a convincing manner, and opening the Scripture 
plainly, and with Zeal and-ſeeming Fervency ) may gather that 
there -is a Hind of God upholding the true Religion, and ſome Di- 
vine Majel(ty in the Truth, which awes that Main to preach it 0- 
penly and plainly, tho? it quite overthrow the Credit and Repu- 
cation of his own wicked Life and private Converſation ; a heavy 
Judgment will fall upon ſuch Preachers, yet this good may be ga- 
thered from them. | | 

And what if amongſt thoſe Preachers that are Learned and Pious 

there be ſome differences about ſome nice Points and Circumſtances 
of Keligion, yet ſeeing they all agree in the Fundamental Points 
of Faith, and Duties of Holy Life, -our differences in the former is 
a good fign there is a certainty of Truth in the latter, and is alſo a 
good Argument why you ſhould believe and practiſe ſuch unqueſti- 
_— Dodtrines of Faith and holy Life as we are perfectly all a- 
greed in. 

To conclude, I beſeech you deal plainly with us z are wehoneſt 
Men, or are we Impoſtors ? Are we Miniſters of Chriſt, or Mini- 
iters of State Policy > We are willing to ſerve the Stare, fo far 
as IS coniiſtent with Piety towards God, which is the foundation 
_ of all States felicity: But we claim a higher Calling, to be the, Mi- 
niſters of the Ever-living God, and not of Mortal Men, and we 
preach to you, as ſerving God,and not Men ; the {1mplicity and fin- 
cericy of our Hearts may embolden many of.us to ſay with St. Paul, 
2 Cor. 5. 9. ielabyur that whether preſent or abſent we may be accepted 
of him. There is nothing in all this World that we are ſo ambiti- 
ous of as Divine Acceptation, and we are ready to do, or ſuffer a- 
ny thing to our power that Chriſt might ſee of the Travel of his 
Soul ( among you our Hearers ) _ be ſatisfied. We lead you 
not blindfold by an Implicit Faith, you have the holy Scriptures 
' tÞexamine our Doctrine by 3 we drive you not on with Whips 
and Scorpions, .or with Spanith Inquiſitions, or the like Cruelrties, 
1f the way be not well beaten, but over-grown, we make it plain 
and paſſable, and many of us go before you to the beſt of our 


{trength. And if you would have us to be offered upon the my. 
| | ce 


W *%% 
It never yet was the fate of the Clergy to be every-one of they - 
free from Miſcarriages, yet the general worthineſs of our Englih | 


 XUM 


| (53) 

fice Ind Service of your Faith, as St. Paul ſpeaks, Phil. 2. 17. Have 
not,many of our Glorious Predeceſſors and:Blefled Martyrs been fo 
offered ? Have they not ſuftered Death in the cruelleſt way that 
Bloody Perſecutors could invent in the defence of the Truth we 
preach ? And fo perhaps would many of us do, if God in Provi- 
dence ſhould call us to it. | 

Now if you will neither give credit to our Doctrine, nor to our 
Lives, nor to our Deaths, what ſhall we ſay, or what will be the 
end of ſuch Unbelief and Impenitency ? Shall I tell you what you 
do, and whither you:will go, if you flight and negle& what we 
reach 2 You Repout of Chriſtianity into Natural Infidelity, then 
into Politick and Practical Atheiſm, and then into Hell 

If at any time we be brought to give Evidence in any Court, be- 
fore a Judge or Jury, our Teſtimony upon Oath wil readily be 
believed, becauſe in charity they think we have ſufficient under- 
ſtanding to knows; and honeſty to look well to what we ſpeak, 
and will you prove more uncharitable- Judges and Juries than 
they ? Are we believed where and when we ſpeak in our own Per- 
ſons, and not when we ſpeak in the Perſon of Chriſt 2 _ | 

Behold here our Hand is upon the Book, and by our. Allegiance 


which we awe to God, and as He ſhall help us,. and the Contents 


of this book, we ſpeak the Truth to you, and ſo far as is ne- 
ceſlary, the whole Truth, and ſo far as weare able to diſcern, no- 
thing but the Truth. 

This is as great an evidence of our {incerity as. we can give, or 
as you can deſire, and what remains but that a!! good Chriſtians 
whether Minitters or People, would all make it rheir Joint Inte- 
reſt to allay and ſuppreſs all raſh Cenſuring and envious Contend- 
ing one with another, and (hew themſelves to be the Sons of Peace 
by ſtudying, and following things that make for Peace. | It muſt 
be confeſled our Diviſions are many, and there are none that will 
acknowledge themſelves to be their Authors, but one Party lays 
them at the Door of another 3 it is high time therefore for all true 
Chriſtians to lay to Heart the unaccountable Diviſions among us, 
and to endeavour to their utmoſt in their Places to promote Me- 
thods of Reconciliationz and as this is poſſible, ſo the Scripture di- 
refs how to do it, and that is, -1- By Goſpel Doctrine. . 2. By 
Goſpel Practice. 3. By Goſpel Diſcipline. Theſe are the war's 
and means that both Chriſt and his Inſpired Apoltles uſed to coin- 
poſe and ſuppreſs Diviſions and Contentions where-eyer they found 
them. - 

: | | The 
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"Thefirſt thing to be done is to preach and preſs the excellency, 
and abſolute neceffity of Goſpel Charity, Unity, Peace and Con- 
cord ; when our Saviour ſaw his Diſciples in danger of falling into 
Contention, which ſhould be greateſt, he quiered them by preach- 
ing Humility, Selt-denial, and condeſcention, * the Example of 
an Innocent Child, and when he was about to leave the World, 
fore-feeing the Troubles rhey would meer with,he gave this charge 
to them 25 the beſt Antidote againſt Diviſtons, Fohz 13. 34. That 
they ſhould love one another ; and we find all the Apoſtles treac- 
ing in their Saviours ſteps, compoting the differences they met with 
in the Roman, Corinthian, Galatian and Epheſian Churches, by 
preaching and preſfing mutual Love, Unity, and Concord, and 
this is without diſpute the firſt, and beſt means to kill and keep 
our all that Tgnorance, Pride, Singularity, Avarice, and all other 
Helliſh Sins that have divided vs. This is that Bond of perfect- 
neſs that brings, and holds together all Relations of Perſons in Fa- 
milies, Church and State, the Man after Gods own Heart ſpends 
2a ſhorr Pfalm in its commendation, P/al. 133. wherein he fronts 
it with a Note of Arrention, as a rare and pleaſant ſpectacle, and 


after he commends it by two Properties 1. Good. 2. Pleaſant: 


Then he [lluſtrates it by two Similitudes. 1. Oy]. 2. Dew. And 
2ſt of all he rewards it with two ſorts of Bleſſings. 1. Tempo- 
ral. 2. Eternal. Unity in Judgment, Aﬀections, and Practice is 
the great Bleſſing of Perſons, Families, Churches, and Nations, 
it's calld an old Commandment which was from the beginning, 
and onr Saviour calls it a new Command. It's old in reſpect of 
the Lawgiver, and ſubſtance of it, it's new in that it was deliver- 
ed in a new Form, and by a new Preſident, and both theſe Titles 
given it, teach us this Leſſon, that it ever was, and now is, and 
ever will be, rhe will of God that Chriſtians ſhould love one ano- 
ther. St. Par! ſpends a whole Chapter in ſhewing the abſolute ne- 
ceflity, and the ſuperlative Excellency of Charity, 1 Cor. 13. And 
we find him making ule of (even Arguments to perſwade Chriſti- 
ans to keep the unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace, by all 
which it apparent how neceſſary it is for Miniſters to preach. and 
people ro hear, and both to practiſe this Duty, ( eſpecially ac 
this time ) this new and. excellent Command ſhould be preſſed 
wich new Defires, new Aﬀections, new. Arguments, and with 
greateſt Zeal as the beſt way to put an end to all thoſe Diviſions, 
Quarrels and Contentions amongſt us. + 

2. The next thing to be done 1s, that perſons of all ———_— 

Wo 
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would live inthe conſtant and joynt Obedience of ſuch Truths as 
all agree in, and cannot but own, that whereunto they have at- 
ttined, they would walk by the ſame rule, mind and follow the 
ſame things Solomen ſums up Mans whole Duty under two gene- 
ral Heads, Eccleſ. 12. 13. Fear God and keep his Commandments, 
The Propnet 24cah ſums up all under three Heads, ro do juſtly, 
and love Mercy, and to walk bumbly with thy God, Mic, 6. 8. And 
St. Paul ſums up that Religion which will bring Men to Salvation 


- to conſiſt in three things ; /iving ſoberly, righteouſly, and Godly in 


this preſent World, Tir. 2.12. Theſe contain the {ubſtantial parts 
of all our Duties to, 1. Our ſelves. 2. Our Neighbour. 3. To 
our God. Do not place your Religion in any thing ſhort of the 
practice of ſuch ſubſtantial Truths upon this ground, becauſe no- 
thing {hort of theſe will bring you to Heaven, in the practice of 
theſe conliſts the power and truth of Religion; and mark-this wel!, 
ſuch as make Conſcience of ſuch Duties wherein confiſts the power 
of Religion, are the Perſons that only are taught how to ſubmit 'o 
the Forms, and Ceremonies that are or may be enjoyned by Au- 
thority. Let every one of whac per{walion foever do as St. Pau! 
did, -A#s 24 16. Herein do 1 exerciſe my ſelf, to have always a Con- 


ſcience word of offence towards God, and towards:Men. He that ſets 


his Head, Heart and Hands to this 'Exerciſe will find bur little 
time to diſpute about Trifles. 

3. The laſt thingy to be done is. that both Miniſters and People 
do ſubmit to Goſpel Diſcipline; this is one part of that eafte Yoke 
and light Burthen which Chritt calls all his Followers to take up- 
on them, Matth. 11.29. Take my Yoke upon you, his meaning is, 
take my Yokenot only of Goſpel Docrine, and of Goſpel Obe- 
dience, but of Goſpel Diſcipline. Our Lord himfelf while on 
Earth did more than once-reform his Fathers Houſe ; and before 
his Aſcention he did inveſt t;is Apoſtles and their Succeflors with 


- a power of Eccleliaſtical Jurildiction which he called the Keys of 


the Kingdom of Heaven, and tho' in the firſt plantidg and ſerling 
of the Church, the Apoſtles did occalionally make ule of that ex- 
traordinary poaer given to them, in inflicting Corporal Punith- 
ments, and ſometimes Death, upon notorious Offenders, yet af- 
terward they proceeded commonly by Suſp=n{ton, or Excommu- 
nication from the Communion of rhe Chrittian Church. And 
tho' this Ordinance hath been Torrupted and abuſed, yer it muſt 
not be caſt away ab abuti, ad non uti is no good Argument, The 
Corinthians did ſhametully abuſe the Lords Supper, yet St. _ 
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Jays it not aſide, but reforms the abuſes by bringing them to rhe 
fir(t Inſtitution, and ſo it ought to be in this caſe, neither the 
Church can be ſafe, nor her Communion comfortable without ir. 
We have had ſad Experience of the miſchief of Toleration, or Li- 
berry to be of any or no Religion; we have lived to hear Liberty 
of Conſcience pretended for the vileſt wicketineſs both in Princi- 
ples and Practices ; and to conclude, we have lived to fee that 
which ſome have cailed Conſcience to be in truth nothing elſe bur 
Corruption, Credit, or \Worldly Intereſt. Some are {fo vile, fo 
habicually wicked, ſo wedded'to theſe three, that they ſcorn and 
flight all methods of meeknels, and therefore mult have the rod of 
dilcipline to reform them, ſuch are not to be permitted in the 
Church, Rev. 2. 20. Thele are the ways our Lord and his Apoſtles 
rook to compole differences,and to antidote people againſt diviſions, 
and all che Wiſdom in this World cannot deviſe better. I had 
here prepared a diſcourſe of Sacriledge, as it relates to time, place 
and revenue? of publick Worthip, theſe God hach reſerved to him- 
{elfand requires from his people. and without theſe Gods-publick 
Worthip cannot be rightly performed. Sacriledge wounds all 
theſe, and if ſome ſtop be not put to this bold fin, it will do in 
time what Diocleſian and Julian the Apoſtate would have done, the 
one Martyred the Miniſters, and the other ſpoiled the Church - of 
its revenue. I found the vpening of this {in in all its parts, did fo 
ſwell the diſcourie, that it was fitter to be emitted alone than with 
2 Companion. | 
Yet becaule ſomething hath been ſpoken to the Clergyman I 
111] ſpeak ſomething to ſuch Patrons as have the right of Prefent- 
ing to Benefices,but will not without ſomething given or promiſed, 
one way or other;you might as well wring Herculcs his Club out of 
. his hands, as offer to get a Prefentation under their hands without 
money; let a Clergy man be never fo well accompliſhed with 
Learning and Piety, let him have a rational Head, a Learned 
Tongue, -a Gracious Heart, and a Holy Life. Nene of theſe are 
2rgumentative to prevail ; guicaret argento fruſtra utitur. arguments. 
Not he who hath moſt Grace, but he that offers moſt Guyneas is 
che Man they'l ſend to the Biſhop Ir muſt be confeſt that ſuch 
Clergy men as come in thus way into the Church, are guilty of ma- 
ny great fins, and it the Proverb be true ( the reſetter is worſe 
than the Thiet ) their {in in buying'is worſe than his in ſelling. bur 
ghen it ought to be conficered that what the corrupt Patron wants 
one way he makes up another, by adding Sacriledge to his Simo- 
Dn! 
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y, and that deliberately-againſt his knowledg, perfidiouſly againſt 
tus Truſt,. boldly againit terrible threats, and Ca paink 
his own Soul, © ++ 1c; £f | | - 
When our Churches were built, and by the free-will offeting 
of the Commons of England ( together with the Gifts and Legacies 
of many Benefactors ) the Tithes and Revennes weregiven to the 
Chriſtian,Churches, they were both ſet.apart and by Prayers and 
- other, Diving Offices. Solemanly Conſecrated and Devored: to! God 
himſelf, for /the_ maintenance, of, his. Worſhip, and-atthe- ame 
time many dreadful Curſes were qenounced.againl any that ſhould 
takeaway, or Alienate any part. thereof to any private uſe.” Then 
| alſo ſome Perſon of noted worth,.was made choice of and intruſt- 
.ed with the Advowſon or righeto Preſent to that Benefice, and all 
this has been confirmed by many, Acts; of Parliament, and:thus our 
Churches that have eſcaped Sacrilegious hands and Simonizcal con- 
tracts ſtand to this ay. | | k 
Thoſe who at the farſt were intruſted with theAdvowſon or right 
to Preſent to any Church, were great Ulpholders and Benefactors 
tothat Church, and hence they are called of old Patrons, Advocates, 
and Defenders of it, they thought no time, no labour; no coſt nor 
pains loſh, which they laid oue that way, they made Religion their 
deſign, and ſought-out men of worth to promote it, and their great 
carewas to peat men of worth, fitted and qualified for ſo great 
gawork; little did our pious Anceſtors think that what they ſo free- 
1y gaye £0 the Church, and ſo firmly ſetled upon it, and with fo ma- 
ny Curſes'barred men from it, ſhould ever have been devoured, 
taken away, baught and ſold ; lictle did the Patrons of old: think 
of a Generation: of Succeſlors that ſhould openly expoſe their ad- / 
vowſons, and truſt to be ſold; little did all, or any of them think, 
that.any would be fo vile, as to make themſelves the inheritors of 
all the. Curſes of their Fore-fathers ; who can expreſs how odious 
ſuch Patrons would have been had they lived in thoſe days? And 
had expoſed their Advowſons to fale,as one was lately in a publick 
Gazett. Sulomon calis Sacriledge a devouring of that which is holy, 
Prov. 20. 25. It is a Snare to the man who devoureth that which 
is Holy, and after Vows to make enquiry. What God by his 
ſpecial command hath reſerved to himlelf, or what is ſolemgly de- 
voted to him, or what is ſolemnly devoted to-himy is here calFd 
That which #s Holy, becauſe devoted to a Holy God; for holy uſes, 
and to holy ends; the taking away of ſuch devored things; from 
the uſes they wcre devored, to a mans own private uſe, js called a 
I devouring 
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devonribg of that which is holy, and to make enquiry how the Pro- 
miſe or Vow may be made void,or which way that which -was given 
to Divine uſes,may be taken to ones private uſe, chis is call'd,'a fiiate 
inallufoa to hanters who ſer ſnares for Wild Beaſts, it is the Devil 
that bothSets and Baits this Snare; he tirſt ſuggeſts to thecorruptPa- 
tron. that it's no (in to ſell a Preſentation, an 
counted the greateſt Fool in Nature, to give away that for nothing 
that he may have a good ſum-of Money for, and there isno quefti- 
on but there are men that wi}l ſome way or 'other give a valuable 
confideration for a Preſentation. © Then he fuggeſts co the Clergy 
man,where there is ſuch a living to be had and that it will be a live- 
lyhood for him, but the times are ſuch that none can expe prefer- 
' ment without money, and that hehad better to part with ſome mo- 
ney, than ſpend his days in his Study, and live uſeleſs 'and negleR- 
and dye unobſerved. Thus the wary Devil Tempts them into 
his Snare which catches ſuddenly, holds ſurely, and deſtroys cer- 
rainly, and thus ſuch as will be rich ( by Simony and: Sacriledge ) 


fall into Temptation and a Snare, 1 Ti. 6. 9. and of all Snares 


this is the worſt, when the Soul is en{nared,'and-taken Captive at 
the Will of Saran 3 to Repent of this ſin, and get out of this Snare 
is difficult, yet there is a peradventure God may ( in the uſe ofgood 
means ) give ſuch Repentance, 2 7im. 2. 25, 26. and then 
will bleſs God their Souls are eſcaped as a Bird out of the Snare 
ofthe Fowler. . 

The Prophet Malachy calls Sacriledge a Robbing of God; Mat. 
3 8. Will 2 man Rob God? yet ye have robbed me; but ye-ſay, Whertin 
bave we robbed thee ? Tn Tithes and Offerings. The Lord to ſhew 


che heinouſneſs of this fin puts the queſtion, Will a man Rob God? I5- 


there any man —_ on Earth, fo vile and impudent as to Rob that 
which he Owns and Worthips to be a God ? *The very Heathens 
will not do fo to their Ido] Gods, yet this wickedneſs is charg- 
ed upen the Jews, and that by God himſelf,but they ſeem to-deny 
Tthecharge, and return the queſtion upon him and fay, Mherein have 
we robbed thee? the Lord tells them wherein; 1s Tithes and Offerings. 
Whar Tithes are, and whoſe they are, by Original right, and ſpe- 


cial reſervation may be ſeen, Lev. 27. 30,31, 32. all Tithes of the 


Land, of the Seed of the ground, of the Fruit of the Trees, is the Lords, 
Holy to the Lord. — And every Tithe of Bullock, and of Sheep, and of 
all that goeth under the Rod, the tenth ſhall be Holy unto the Loyd, 
Here we ſee that God bimfelf is both the owner and proprietor of 
Tithes,the perſons to whom Gog hath giyen the Tithes, w_ ſuch as 
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Miniſter abont Holy things, ſach as labonot in the Word and Do- 
Arine, fuch as wait at Gods Altar, fuch as Preach the Goſpel; theſe 
and none elfe can with a good Conſcience receive them. The 
firſt born who Miniſtred in the Prieſt-hood for about 2500 years, - 
were the firſt that received Tiches, after that the Levites received 
Tithes until the coming of our' Saviour, and fince that the -Prea- 
chers of the Goſpel have, or ought to have received them, for the 
Tithes being prncgaby due to the Worthip, and to the Miniſters 
for the Worthips ſake, it follows that they who are qualified and 
call'd to do the Work of the Miniſtry, are qualified to receive the 


- Tithes, yet ſtil] God keeps the Original! right and fpecial propriety 


inhimſelf, and both Miniſters, ought to receive them as from God, 
and People 'to pay them as toGod, both ought ro own him the 
proper proprietor, here the Jews failed, they thought their Rob- 
bery terminated on the Prieſts, and Temple, and went no further, 
but what they did againſt Gods Miniſters, and houſe God takes to 
himſelf, and tells them they had robbed him. This is a very great 
fin, and 'if the Devil can Be {aid'to rejoyce to ſee men Rob and 
Steal from one another, how doth he delight to ſee men Rob 
Jehovah ? And this is done by ſuch-as with-hold, or take away 
that which belongs tro Gods houſe. 
ivThe Phariſees thought ir. no fin to ſwear by the Temple, or by 
the'Alrar, provided they did not ſwear by the Gold of the one, and 
by the Gift upon the other; but our Saviour difcovered and de- 
C againſt their Error, Marth. 23. 20, 21. Whoſo ſhall ſwear by the 
Temple, ſwears by it, and by him that dwells therein. May not this be 
applied ro ſuch as fell the Temple > Doth not he that fells the 
urch or place of Publick Worſhip, ſell it, and him that dwells 
in it2 Were'not onr little Churches devoted to God 2 Do they 
not bear his Name? Dothhe not dwell in them ? Is he not preſent 
there as mach-or more than he was in the fafhous Temple and 
ſumptuous Altar at Feruſalem > Look upon our little rs or 
Communion-Tables, and you may fee Chriſt come, his Concep- 
tion, Nativity, Do&rines, Miracles, his Life, Death, Burial and 
Aſcenſion all accomplithed; fo thac we need not doubt but God 
dwells in our little Churches, and if ſo, how do ſuch Patrons be- 
fool themſelves? they think they only ſell a Prefencation to the 
Temple, but by this Argument they ſell him that dwells therein. 
The belt Preacher that ever was on Earth was bought and fold for 
money, but it was done by a F*4as, and the falfe Phariſees, and 
(ach as buy and fell God's Houſe and Revenue for money, do In 
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| effect theſamething, - When our Lord was.on Earth, and found © 


2 Mart upon holy ground, he made. a Scourge of ſmall Cords, and 
drave them all our of the Temple, Fob. 2. 15. If his Zeal was fo 
hot againſt ſuch as bought and ſold in the Temple; how hot will it 
be againſt ſuch as buy and ſel! the Temple it ſelf? | Fs: 
Impropriators flie to Hurnane L2ws to. ſtop the mouth of Con- 
ſcience, nm corrupt Patrons cannot for thame plead any Law to 
excuſe their ſin. And let it be conſidered that Aranias and Sp- 
phira might have pleaded more,to. have excuſed their Sacriledge 
chan any corrupt Patron can pretend to. See the whole Story, 
A&s 5.1, &c. The ſum of it is, that they by joynt conſent devoted 
2 Poſſeſſion to the uſe of the Church, and after fold ir (as being 
fitter for the uſe of the Church ar that time). and ought to have 
given the full price to the uſe-it was devoted; but they, as Solo- 
on ſpeaks, made enquiry, both agreed to keep back part. of the 
price for their own private uſe, and the reſt they brought to the 
Apoſtles; the Apoſtle expoſtulates the caſe, and tells them the 


riſe of all was from Satan, who-firſt tempted-them ( and they had 


yielded) to commit Sacriledge, and after to.cover it with a Lye 
and that. they had ſinned againſt God, in taking from him what 
' was devoted to him. This was the firſt Conſecration made, and 
the firſt Sacriledge committed in the Chriſtian Church after, pur 
Lord's Aſcenſion ; the puniſhment was ſudden death; they,ſtraight- 
way fell down and gave up the Ghoſt.. ONTO j f 
Yet theſe might bave pleaded, 1. That they took away nothing, 
but what they firſt gave, but the corrupt-Patron takes away what 
henever gave, others gave it, and it was in the Churches poſſeſſion 
before he was born. -2, They:took away. but a ſmall part of what 
they had given, they, might-have. taken more, . but he takes away 
all he can, and ſometimes leaves the Church deſolate. 3.-They 
' committed Sacriledge bur once, and died for it, but he commits it 


often and lives: 4. They ſinned not againſt ſo. many Laws as he 


new doth. 5. They finned more. ſecretly. none buc God: alone 

knew or could diſcover them, but he fins openly, in- the yiew of 

all. 6. They had no example of ,{o fagna] a puniſhment. to pro- 
ibitthem, but he fins, and takes no. warning of ſo. {ad-a Judg- 

ment, bur perſiſts in the ſin that coſt others. {10 dear... |: 

* 7. They ſpent ſome time, and took ſome. pains in the 4ale of 


o 


whart they gave; might they not have pleaged, char though they * 


gave their Poſlcfhon, wer they gave not their Labour ; andthouzh 
they kept back part of the price, it was but a;juſt requital or the 
; | abour 
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labour and charge they had'been at about it. Shety me'a corrupt: 
Parron can plead thus much, and if he conjd, it would oo more 


excuſe him, than it did them; it was -part of their Chriſtianity 


(and is part of mans)' ro have been faichful in this concern abour 


al, which hath fo near a relation to God, to his Houle, and co 
the Souls of men. 4 


' The truſt which Providence hath repoſed in Patrons, is of -vaſt' 
conſequence, not only the Church (or publick place of Vorſhip)- 


-ug the honour of God,” whoſe Name is there Recorded, yea the 


MRS it ſelf, and the Welfare of all the Worſhippers, may be 
ſaid in fo 


rejoyceth all good men,and embalms his ownname in both Worlds, 
but if he be perfidious, he makes the Church contempcible, by 
expoſing it to Sale for Money, he highly provokes God; grieves 


good men, hardens bad men, and gives a juſt offence to all men. 


Beſides, it renders fach moſt infamous while they live, moſt 
hopeleſs in Dearh,' and moſt miſerable at Judgment. How will 
fuch be. able to look*that God, that Church, and thoſe Souls in 
the Face then, whom they robbed, devoured, fold,” and fvere 
perfdious to on Earth. | 

It was uſual when any thing was devoted to Divine uſes, to do 
it with a Curſe, 'yea with many dreadful Carles againſt all chac 
ſhould prefame, totake away, or Alienate any part of it- to pri- 
vate uſes';* But if the-Curſes of Morral Men take not: hold, 'the 
Curſe of God will, and he hath'curſed all, be they never ſo many 
and great, that Rob him of Tithes and Offerings, al. 3. 9. Ye 
are curſed with a curſe, for ye have robbed me, even this whole Nation. 
God hath in all ages puniſhed this ſin with curſe upon curſe,  inſo- 
much that if ſearch be made into the Chronicles, and Hiſtories of 
any age, there-will not be found one - Church-Robber that hath 
proſpered to the fourth Generation, a'jaſt Nemeſis hath purſued 


overtaken-and defrroyed them, before chey have proceeded to far, 


that which the Fathers have raked together Ly Simony - and Sacri- 
ledge, the Children have profuſely ſcatrered abroad: and as rhe 
Fachers. Damned their Souls ro get an Eſtate, fo the Children 
Darn their Souls'in ſpending ir. God hath pur all Sacrilegious 
perſons together; and under the Emblem of a Flying Roll, hath 
ſent forth Divine Vengeance like a Hue and Cry to purſe,  appre- 
hend and deſtroy them, Zech. 5.34. The Curſe is revealed from Hea- 
ven, and hangs oucr their gitlty heads a a Storin, and who u_ 
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me ſence to depend upon the Faithful diſcharge of his dy- 
ty; if he be true to his traſt, he honours God, promotes Religion, 


A 
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how ſoon it may be poured upon them ? and whocan expreſs their 
{ad condition when it is ? In vain then will fuch wiſh they had ne- 
ver been born, too late will they Petition Mountains and Rocks 
( which can neither hear nor help them ) ro fall oz them, and bide 
them from the face of him, that ſits on the Throne, and from the wrath 
of the Lamb, Rev. 6, 16, how hot and heavy is that wrath, which 
makes them willing to be cruihed in pieces, or turn'd to nothing 
rather than abide it ? ; 

To conclude this unpleaſant diſcourſe, let all Sacrilegious per- 
ſons, who take away what they can from the Church, whether 
they be Impropriators, Patrons or Pariſhioners, take- the advice 
given by God himſelf to their Predeceflours, H#ag. 1. 5, 7. Now 
therefore thus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, conſider your ways; It you have 
not {inned away the power of con{ideration, and are paſt feeling, 
Sequeſter your ſelves from all that hinders, and in the fear of God, 
get alone, withdra.v into ſome ſecret place free from company and 
diſturbance, and there confider, 1. VWhat Sacriledge is. 2. Who 
firſt introduced it, and ti] carries it on. 3.-The greatneſs of the 
fin, how it is aa Invation of God himfelf, a breach both of the 
firſt and ſecond Table, it beipeuks perſons Grace!eſs, void of the 
Fear and Love of God, and moſt unfit for any place of truſt in Fa- 


milies, Church or State, it were a vain thing for |the neareſt Re- - 


lations on Earth, to expect truth and fidelity from |ſuch as are falſe 


to God and their own Souls ; How can he be true'to any thing or 


perſon on Earth that is falſe ro God and his own Soul > There are 
fome that pretend extraordinary Loyalty to their King, but he thar 
RobsGod would not { cruple roRob his King if he durſt. 4. The de- 


ſtructive nature of this fin both in its ſelf,and in its effects. bl The 
ve 


great danger of continuing in this fin,which is ſo comprehenfve,and 
againft which to manyCuries are denounced,luch contiderations may diſpoſe guilty 
Perlons to Repentance,which confiſts 1n four taings. 1. A Broken Heart. 2. A Con- 
fefling Tongue. 3. A Reftormg Hand. 4. A Reformed Life. If Conſideration 
ends in Humiltation, and tnat in Confeffion, and that in Reſtitution, and that in 


Reformation, there 1s no tear of 2 gracious Pardon. And tho* ſuch Repentance 


1s difh: ule, & eſpeaally for ſuch perions ) yer it's abiolutely neceflary, and without 
it no hopes of Pardon, Luk. 13- 3. Benot deceived God is not mock:d, Gal. 6.7. God 
1s ſo Knowing, none can hide any thing from him, He 1s ſo- Wiſe; that none can 
beguile him, He ts 'o Wealthy none car: B:ibe him, fo Juſt that none can contra- 
dict him, and fo Powerful none can rehft 71m. Whatſoever £ man *oweth that ſhall 
be Reap: Every aftion of « Mans Life 1s 2s Seed, and hat! a Semina! Vertuein it, 
and at Harye* he ſhall Reap a Crop, ne that hath Sownthe Seeds of Simony and 
Sacriledge, ſhall Reap the Curics and Punuſhments due to ſuch fins, Gal. 6.8. 
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The Contents. 


Ts He Text (which may be called an Apoftolical Canon ) opened, 
2. The Dottrmal concluſions drawn from it, and proved three 
Ways. 

3. The true notion of an offence ftated ; the ſeveral words uſed in the 
holy Scripture to ſignifie an offence examined; and their trae meaning 
diſcovered, : 

4 The moſt famous Schoolmans deſcription of an offence examined, and 
found too narrow to expreſs the true nature of an offence. 

5. Another deſcription gruen, wherein the defett 1s ſupplied. 

II. What it #5 to give an offence, with a threefold difintion made, 

1. Some offences are both given and taken, and theſe are ſins both in the 

giver and taker, but greater in the giver. 


: | | + 
2, Some are given, but not taken, and there the ſin reſts only in the giver. 


3. Some are taken, not given, and there the ſin reſts only in the taker. 

4+ Some Inſt ances given of all theſe. 

III. Wherein a Minifter is liable above others to give offence, which 
he ſhould carefully avoid, in ten particulars, 

1, At his entrance upon the Miniſtry, when 1, He ts not rightly qualified 
fer it, 2, Nor rightly called to it.- 3. Nor rightly ſetled in it ; all theſe 
opened, and his qualifications reduced to four heads, 1. A rational 
Head. 2, A learned Tongue. 3. A gracious Heart, 4. A holy Life, 
His Call is twofold, one from Heaven, the other on Earth, and both 
theſe may and ought to be proved ;, and he that cannot prove his Call js 
»an Impoſtor ;, his Settlement or Perſonal Reſidence muſt be without Sj= 
mony, of which ſomething {but not half enough) is ſpoken. 

2. By the negligent, careleſs, or groſs omiſſion of the manifeſt dutics of 
his Calling. 


3. When he performs his Office with ſuch a rude irreverence, light xinde- 


cency, or ſuch manifeſt unſuitable unworthineſs as betrays the holy 
thing;, wherein he miniſters to,ſcorn and contempt. 

4. By depreſſing the honour of Preaching, and making it ſtoop to other 
parts of God s Worſhip, on purpoſe to undermine bis Authority. And this 
is done four ways, I. By queſtioning whether it be a Worſhip of God 


properly /o called. 2. By crying up the Lyturgy (or Common- Prayer | in 


oppoſition to it, 3. By declaring that the bare reading of boly Scripture 
# the beſt Preaching. 4+ By inſmnating that ( if there muſt be other 
Preaching) the Homilies of our Church ſet out by Authority, are the 


only Sermons; Alt theſe examined and brought to a pleaſant Concord. 
5. By 


# The Contents: 
5. By ſowing and OE the tioſ of £2. «Diſcord and road 
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1. To the Minilters of the fir 
our Church. 

"2, An humble Adareſs m_ to fk, and three Confide depations to en 

force it. 
3. The Authors Apology for his « freedom of 3; FY 

2. A fraternal Exhortation given to the inferiour Clergy, aud a ſt fald 
Call to it, beſides the good and bad Effefts that depend ___ the aq- 

© * ung or noe doing it.” 

3. A few words to the People, hamerting their general. polls TY 
cenſure all Miniſters, for the faults .of ſome few, and to wreſt thejr 
faults upon the Miniftry it ſelf. 

'2. The great danger.of this /in,. aud that it proceeds AL the Want of 
' x. Charity, 2.: Pity, .3: Honeſty. 

"2. \ Dire&ions how People ought to. treat their. Miniſters, | m s fox parti- 
 Culars. 

4. A Requeſt made to People by HEAR Miniſters, and. the bigheſe Te eſti- 

5 mony they deſire to have of their Miniſters, Sincerity, and how great 
a ſin it is to ſlight ſuch. 

. A general Exhortation given to Minifters and People of -all. Perſua- 
foons, that they wou'd Preach and: Hear Goſpel Charity, Unity ang. 
Concord, and yield Obedience to plain and known Truths, and | ſubmit 
r0 Goſpel Diſcipline. ; 

6: The whole 1s concluded with a ſhort Diſcourſe about Simony: and 
Sacriledge, with the be Advice that can be given to ſuch as are 
gnilty of fach hateful ſans. 


N O bleſſed Father,. ſuffer not the Places. where thou haſt recorded 

thy Name to be ruined ! O bleſſed Son, ſhew thy wonted Zeal to. 
thy-Fathers Houſe ! O bjefled Spirit, quicken thoſe in Authopricy 
£0 Cure Or Gur offevil doers from the Houle of the Lord. Amep. 


FINIS. 


